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-Hague Adoption Convention, Preamble




The Purpose of Hague

Accreditation

_________________________________________________________________________________ @

ENSURE THAT ADOPTIONS
ARE COMPLETED IN THE
BEST INTEREST OF THE

CHILD; AND THAT ADOPTIVE

AND BIRTH FAMILIES ARE

NOT EXPLOITED

22 CFR 96




U.S. Department of State
(Central Authority)

Colorado Department of
Human Services

The Rest of the United
States, including Guam,
The State of Colorado Virgin Islands, Puerto
Rico, and the Mariana
Islands




Responsibilities of Accrediting Entities

\/ Accredit / approve -V Renew accreditation/
agencies / persons ~ approval

\/  Monitor compliance
P \/ Collect data

V' Investigate and respond

to complaints V' Maintain records

\/ Assist an agency or
person in transferring its
Convention cases

\/ Take adverse action as
appropriate



Substantial Compliance System

} Rating Indicators : the substantial compliance
system uses a fourpoint indicator rating system to
guil de the evaluators | n de
of compliance with each of the 144 standards.

C Full Compliance NA- Not Applicable
C Substantial Compliance

C Partial Compliance

C Non- Compliance ~ <

R.SAS




Relative Values Assigned to Standards

. Mandatory Standards (12) . essential to fulfillment
of the aims of the Hague Convention, and have the
highest value in accreditation/approval.

. Critical Standards (84) . have a significant impact
on fulfillment of the aims of the Hague Convention,
and have a high value

. Foundational Standards (48) . Important to the
operation of a well-functioning adoption program



Accreditation Statistics

Currently accredited/

approved 228
Denied 14
Closed 8

In process:

Temporaries 13
New 19




Renewals

After four years, ASPs must be able to demonstrate
that they remain in substantial compliance when
they are reviewed for renewal.

APPROVED]




Hague Complaint Registry

Purpose :

The regist_r%/ Is for anyone who has encountered a
problem with a Hague Accredited Agency and has been
unable to resolve the issue with the agency.

Criteria

The complaint must address a minimum of one Hague
standard such as: risk management, ethical practices, or
Information disclosure, etc.

Complaints Entered : 51




Hague Convention on

Intercountry Adoption
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IMMIGRATING
(INCOMING) ADOPTION
CASES




Incoming Cases

. Occur when:

1 The child being adopted is a citizen of a partner Convention
country, and

1 The PAP(s) is (are) American citizen(s) who:
Will move the child after adoption to the United States, or
Plan to move the child for the purpose of adoption

- Are regulated by:
1 |AA Sections 104(b)(1), 301 and 302

1 Code of Federal Regulations:
Title 8, Parts 103, 204, and 213(a)
Title 22, Parts 42.24, 97 and 98



Case Statistics (April 2008 T May 2009)

Provisionally IH3 & IH4 Provisionally IH3 & IH4
Approved 1800s Visadssued Approved 1800s  Visadssued

(5/26/09) (5/22/09) (5/26/09) (5/22/09)
— p— — A|ban|a .............................. 3 ............................ 1 ...........
ph ||| ppmes ................ 73 .......................... 40 .......... Bu rkma |: aSO .................... 2 ............................ 1 ...........

|nd|a ........................... 63 .......................... 24 .......... EI Salvado r ....................... 2 ............................ 0 ...........

Co|omb|a ................... 52 .......................... 25 .......... Umtedegdo rr ................ 1 ............................ 1 ...........

Po|a nd ....................... 15 ........................... 3 ........... Mong .(.).I.i.a ........................... 1 ............................ 1 ...........

Mex|co ........................ 8 ............................ 5 ........... Sn Lank .6.1 ........................... 1 ............................ 1 ...........

Tha” a nd ..................... 7 ............................ 3 ........... thh uama ........................... 1 ............................ 0 ...........

Bu |g ana ...................... 4 ............................ 1 ........... Georg |a ............................. 1 ............................ 0 ...........

Lama .......................... 4 ............................ 3 ........... |\/|o|dov a ............................ 1 ............................ 0 ...........




Incoming Adoptions Must Follow a
Specific Series of Steps

1. PAPs apply to be found
eligible to adopt by the U.S.
Government:

a)

b)

d)

Home study
Fingerprints
Background investigation

Form |-800A (Application
for Determination of
Suitability to Adopt a Child
from a Convention
Country) filed with USCIS

IN ORDER

PAPs are referred to a specific
child by the Central Authority
of the country of origin:

a)

b)

Approved |1-800A sent to
Central Authority by ASP

Central Authority sends ASP

or PAP Article 16 Report
(chil ddos psycho
and medical history)

PAP has at least two weeks to
review report and decide
whether to accept the match



3. PAPs apply for child to be

found eligible to
Immigrate to the United
States:

a) Form 1-800 (Petition to
Classify Convention
Adoptee as an Immediate
Relative) filed with
USCIS

by 1f1-800 is provisionally
approved , PAP or ASP
files a visa application for
the child

d)

Visa application evaluated
for potential ineligibilities
by Consular Officer

An Article 5 Letter is
Issued by the Consular
Officer notifying the Central
Authority that the child
appears to be eligible to
enter the United States

PAPs may NOT

proceed with an adoption

or obtain custody until the
Article 5 Letter has been

Issued!




4. Finalize adoption or grant of custody in country of origin

ag Country of originos CeAticte23 Aut hor
Certificate  (or equivalent documentation) certifying the adoption or
custody is Convention-compliant

5. Obtain Immigrant Visa for child:
ag Chil ddos new birth certificate
)y Chil ddos passport from country of o

c) Consular Officer determines, at visa interview, whether child is eligible to
enter the United States:

i. Form [-800 is approved
i. A Hague Adoption or Custody Certificate IS issued
i. AnIH -3 or IH -4 immigrant visa is issued

6. Bring the child to the United States




In the rare case where an
adoption Is dissolved or
disrupted i

Or a child Is abandoned by
his or her adoptive
parent(s) -




Reports of dissolutions and disruptions must be
iIncluded in a annual report to the U.S. Congress.

- Reports have been received
from countries of origin
about adopted American
Citizen children who have
been returned to their birth
country by their adoptive
parents.




- The Hague Standards provide specific requirements for
dissolution and disruption cases

1 Detalls are provided in 22 CFR 96.43(b), 96.50(e), 96.51(d)

Children CANNOT be returned from the United
States to their country of origin unless:

1 The Central Authority in the country of origin has approved
the return in writing
AND

1 The U.S. Secretary of State  has approved the return in writing
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EMIGRATING
(OUTGOING) ADOPTION
CASES




Outgoing Cases

. Occur when:

1 The child being adopted is resident in the United States,
and

1 The PAP(S) is (are) resident in another Convention country
where he/she (they):

Will move the child after adoption in the United States, or
Plan to move the child for the purpose of adoption

- Are regulated by:
1 |AA Sections 104(b)(2) and 303
1 Code of Federal Regulations: Title 22, Part 97



Case Statistics (April 2008 T May 2009)

1  Completed Hague Custody Declaration for a
child emigrating to Canada

42 Cases In process (registered in the Adoptions
Tracking Service)




Steps in an Outgoing Case:

~~~~
N,

PAP
applies AComplete home study

(e}=Ts[0]o]#" AApply to Central Authority of U.S. entity transmits to

a U.S. other country to adopt the foreign Central
(=5i[6 (513188 ATransmit home study to U.S. Authority:

: entit
child y 1. Child background
study

| Placement Proposal

2. Proof that consents

U.S. _ obtained
resident ANecessary consents obtained

& a11[s " AChild background study 3. Proposed placement
available BEESWLECe 4. Reason why

for AReasonable efforts to find a . placement is in
adoption timely domestic placement chil dos be

N



