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Directory Advisory 
 
• These programs vary greatly in content, format, intended audience, price, etc. You 

must contact the specific organization to obtain further details as information is 
subject to change. 

 
• This is not a complete list of field trip destinations in the region, nor is it an 

endorsement of any or all of the programs mentioned. 
 

• To include yourself or your organization in any of our directories, please contact the 
Out-of-School Time Resource Center (OSTRC) at the above address. 
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Academy of Natural Sciences 
 
Phone: 215-299-1060    Fax: 215-405-1551 
Website: www.ansp.org 
Location: 1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway; Philadelphia, PA 19103 
 
Program Description: The Academy of Natural Sciences is a natural history museum featuring 
diorama halls and exhibits on topics such as dinosaurs, mummies, and current Academy research. 
Daily naturalist presentations showcasing live animals are free with admission. Lessons, behind-the-
scenes tours, and other special programs can be reserved for an extra fee. A trip to the Academy 
provides students with an opportunity to expand their science education and exercise their critical 
thinking and reading skills.  
 
Visitors can pick up floor plans and daily schedules, information on upcoming events, and brochures 
for special programs (such as museum overnights or birthday parties). Teachers and program 
instructors receive pre- and post- visit activity materials with reserved lessons.  
  
Audience: The Museum is appropriate for all ages, but the core audience tends to be pre-K to 6th 
grade.  The maximum audience for a lesson is 35 students. 
 
Duration: The length of a museum trip is flexible but lessons are scheduled for 35 minutes for pre K 
– 2nd graders, 40 minutes for 3rd-5th graders, and 50 minutes for 6th graders and above.  
 
Hours: 10:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. Monday – Friday, 10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. Saturday – Sunday. Closed 
Thanksgiving, Christmas, and New Year’s Day. 
 
Fee: Group rates for museum admission are $6.50/children ages 3-12 and $7.50/adults (individual 
rates are $8 and $10, respectively). Supplemental programs may have additional fees; for example, 
lessons cost $75 each. One chaperone per 10 children required (complementary admission for first 
chaperone). 
 
Public Transportation Access: Yes. 
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Adventure Aquarium 
 
Phone: 800-616-JAWS (5297)                       Fax:  856-365-3311 
Contact: Mike Perez, Group Sales Manager 
Email: Groups@AdventureAquarium.com 
Website: www.AdventureAquarium.com 
Location: Camden Waterfront; 1 Aquarium Drive; Camden, NJ 08103 
 
Program Description: Adventure Aquarium is a self-guided facility, allowing for groups to explore 
200,000 square feet of sea and wildlife while discovering on their own. GET IN TOUCH WITH 
YOUR INNER SHARK!  With nine new shark species, new shark shows, and interactive exhibits, 
the aquarium offer adventures that visitors can really sink their teeth into!  Experience the Virtual 
Shark Cage and Gill's Clubhouse, offering hands-on fun for kids of all ages.  This is the best shark 
showing these waters have ever seen!  Adventure Aquarium also offers groups the following options 
for an additional fee: 
 
K         Behind-the-Scenes Tour – During this 60-minute tour, you will see where food is prepared, 

water is tested, and how animals are kept healthy. You will also get a birds-eye view from atop 
the 760,000-gallon Ocean Realm Exhibit. 

K         Top of the Ocean Realm Tour – A 30-minute tour giving your group a rare glimpse of the 
top of the Ocean Realm Exhibit and an up-close look at the 1,500+ animals that inhabit the 
760,000-gallon exhibit. 

K         Learning Adventures – a 30-minute “classroom session” for your group to learn more about 
animals in a private setting. There are several Learning Adventure options to choose from, based 
on age and topic of interest, all covering several Core Curriculum Content Standards & 
Benchmarks. 

K         4D Theater – with a rotating show schedule, the 4D Theater experience will move you in more 
ways than one. 
 

Audience: Groups of all ages and sizes are welcome. Behind-the Scenes & Top of the Ocean Realm Tours 
can accommodate 20 people per tour. Learning Adventures classroom sessions can accommodate 30 
children & 5 adults per session. 
 
Duration: Tour is self-guided, but we recommend at least 2-2½ hours for your visit. 
 
Hours:  Adventure Aquarium is open 9:30am – 5:00pm, 365 days a year. 
 
Fee:  Discounted rates for groups of 20+ are $9.50/child, 1 complimentary chaperone per 20 youths, 
$13.00/adult. All groups must be booked prior to visit. 
 
Public Transportation Accessible: Yes, via the RiverLINE, PATCO High Speed Line or to the 
Walter Rand Transportation Center via NJ TRANSIT. The RiverLink Ferry also connects Adventure 
Aquarium with Penn’s Landing in Philadelphia from May through September. 
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The African American Museum in Philadelphia 
 
Phone: 215-574-0380    Fax: 215-574-3110 
Contact: Sandra Steward 
Email: ssteward@aampmuseum.org 
Website: www.aampmuseum.org 
Location: 701 Arch Street; Philadelphia, PA 19106  
 
Program Description: Our Learning through the Arts programs and workshops, held at AAMP or 
through the AAMP on the Go! Traveling Museum Program, offer participants an opportunity to 
interact with visual and performing artists, express their ideas through lively discussions and 
participation, and gain cultural literacy as well as important communication and critical thinking skills.  
Workshops include: 

 

• Mlanjeni Magical Theatre (Pre-K to Grade 3)  

• African Dance (Pre-K to Grade 12)  

• Afro Latin Culture Workshop (Pre-K to Grade 12)  

• Hip-Hop Jazz Musicology (Grades 6 to 12)  

• Historical Re-enactments (Pre-K to Grade 12)  

• Storytelling & Folktales (Pre-K to Grade 12) 

• Drum Circle (Pre-K to Grade 12) 

• In the Studio (Grades 9 to 12) 

 
Audience: All ages. 
 
Duration: 1 ½ hours 
 
Hours: Tuesday thru Saturday: 10 AM – 5 PM; Sunday: Noon – 5 PM. 
 
Fee: Group rates (20 or More) Guided Tour $7.00/person.  $2.00 pp per workshop 
    
Public Transportation Accessible: Septa buses: Routes 17, 33, 38 48 60, regional rail, and subway. 
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American Helicopter Museum & Education Center 
 
Phone: 610-436-9600                                                Fax: 610-436-8642 
Contact: Sean Saunders 
Email: director@helicoptermuseum.org  
Website: www.helicoptermuseum.org  
Location: 1220 American Boulevard; West Chester, PA 19380 
 
Program Description: Touch down with your class or group at the American Helicopter Museum 
and Education Center for a one-of-a-kind experience. Kids can climb aboard helicopters of all kinds 
for a truly unique hands-on experience. The museum’s display of over 35 helicopters, autogiros, and 
convertiplanes is sure to fascinate visitors of all ages.  
 
These programs make learning about the science of flight fun and memorable. The Museum features 
many of the earliest rotary aircraft including the prototype for the first mass-produced 
helicopter.  Also on display is the only tilt-rotor Osprey V-22 on public exhibition in the world, as 
well as a number of experimental aircrafts. 
 
The Museum offers scheduled tours and education programs for students throughout the year.   
 
Audience: All ages are welcome. 
 
Duration:  Please call in advance to discuss the specifics of your visit.  
 
Hours: Monday and Tuesday: Open for group tours and classes by appointment only 
            10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. Wednesdays – Saturdays 
           12:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. Sunday 
           Closed: New Year’s, Easter, Labor Day, Thanksgiving, and Christmas  
 
Fees: Adults - $7, Seniors - $6, Students/children - $5. Group Rates: $5.00.  
 
Public Transportation Access: No 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
   

                                                                                       7       
                       

American Swedish Historical Museum 
 
Phone: 215-389-1776    Fax: 215-389-7701 
Contact: Tricia Davies 
Email: tdavies@americanswedish.org 
Website: www.americanswedish.org  
Location: 1900 Pattison Avenue; Philadelphia, PA 19107  
 
Program Description: The American Swedish Historical Museum offers a variety of programs that 
include: Early Swedish Settlers; New Sweden Colony; Vikings; I; Lucia Festival; Orienteering; and Pippi 
Longstocking. Each program includes a museum tour, art project, and hands-on learning activities. 
Teachers receive a set of pre-trip activities including worksheets and information to share with their 
students. Students in the Vikings program receive a hneftatafl board game to take home and students 
in the New Sweden Colony class receive a set of handouts that are used during the program. 
 
The programs promote listening, decision-making, problem-solving, reasoning, and other skills. 
Brochures available upon request. 
 
Audience: Each program is flexible and can be tailored for any age group. General guidelines are: 
Early Swedish Settlers is for students in grades K-4; New Sweden Colony is for students in grades 4-12; 
Vikings is for students in grades 3-8; Orienteering is for students in grades 4-12; and Pippi Longstocking is 
for pre-school aged children. A minimum of 10 children is required and a maximum of 60 children 
can be accommodated at one time.  
 
Duration:  A typical program is 1.5 hours but can be tailored to individual groups’ needs.  Groups 
can combine programs or schedule multiple visits. 
 
Hours: 10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m., Monday – Friday. 
 
Fees:  $3/child; 1 chaperone is admitted for free with every 5 children 
There is a minimum fee of $25. 
 
Public Transportation Accessible: Yes. The Pattison Station on the Broad Street Subway Line is 
approximately a ten minute walk from the museum and the #17 bus stops behind the Museum. 
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Atwater Kent Museum of Philadelphia 
 
Phone: 215-685-4832                                Fax: 215-685-4837  
Contact:  Christy Schneider, Manager of Education 
Email:  christy.schneider@atwaterkentmuseum.org                                 
Website: www.philadelphiahistory.org/ 
Location: 15 South 7th Street; Philadelphia, PA 19106 

Program Description: AKMP, Philadelphia's city history museum, offers curriculum-based 
history lessons for grades K-8 and guided tours of exhibitions for all ages. Lesson topics include 
William Penn's Philadelphia; immigration; manufacturing;  Quest for Freedom:  Philadelphia's role in 
the Underground Railroad and Abolition;  Washington's Philadelphia; and map-reading skills using 
AKMP's 40' x 40' map of the city. The Experience Philadelphia! program uses a game format to engage 
high school students in team-building and problem solving using current statistics about economic, 
environmental and educational issues in Philadelphia.  

Guided tours are also available for groups of all ages and include current exhibitions. 
 
Brochures are available.   

Audience : All are welcome. Guided tours: minimum of 10 students, maximum of 66 students. Self 
guided tours: minimum of 6 students. 

Duration : 1 - 2 hours. 

Hours :  1:00pm to 5:00pm, Wednesday-Sunday. Reservations required. Closed on most major 
holidays. 

Fees: Guided tours: $4/child; one adult per ten children is admitted for free. Self-guided tours: $2 
per child under age 12; $3 per child age 13-17; $5 per adult over chaperone ratio.  Reservations 
require a  $25 deposit.  Experience Philadelphia:  $200 for 20 students; $5 for each student over 20; 
deposit of $100.   

Public Transportation Accessible: Yes, by Regional Rail, Market-Frankford line trains, and bus 
routes #21, #42, and #47. 
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Bartram’s Garden 
 
Phone: 215-729-5281x104       Fax: 215-729-1047 
Contact: Melanie Snyder, Director of Education and Public Programs 
Email: info@bartramsgarden.org 
Website: www.bartramsgarden.org 
Location: 54th Street & Lindbergh Blvd; Philadelphia, PA 19143 
 
Program Description: Historic home and garden of the Bartrams, 18th century America’s pioneer 
family of naturalists, botanists, and explorers is the perfect field trip destination. The 45-acre park 
and garden is located on the grassy banks of the Schuylkill River provides a unique and fun outdoor 
classroom for quality education programs in natural science, colonial history and art.  
  
Programs are available all year for pre-school through high school students. Choose from a variety of 
seasonal programs including tree identification, cider-making, Schuylkill Study, painting nature, honey 
bees, bird walks, medicinal herbs and more.  Call the Education Department at (215) 729-5281, ext. 
104, for detailed descriptions and reservations. 
 
Classroom lessons are included, and each lesson has matching PA curriculum standards. 
 
Audience: Pre K-12 (programs vary for ages 14-18). Maximum 90 students. 
 
Duration: 2 hour lesson. 
 
Hours: 10am-5pm, daily. Closed for City-observed holidays. Other times and days can be scheduled 
with advance notice. 
 
Fees: School Tours: $4 per student (15 student min, 75 student max), one free admission with every 
10 students. Call for other group and individual rates. 
 
Public Transportation Accessible: Yes, by #36 trolley. 
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The Betsy Ross House 
 
Phone: 215-686-1252    Fax: 215-686-1256 
Contact: Jimmie Bay 
Website: http://www.ushistory.org/betsy/flaghome.html  
Location: 239 Arch Street; Philadelphia, PA 19106 
 
Program Description: The American Flag House and Betsy Ross Memorial offer exciting ways for 
students to interact with United States history. Available program options include a self-guided tour, 
an audio tour, historical performances, and plays. Brochures, maps, and a schedule of events are 
provided free of charge.   Tours promote reading and listening skills. Groups are encouraged to call 
to learn about upcoming events that may enhance their visit. There is also a gift shop on site that 
sells “Philadelphiana” including postcards, jewelry, clothing, dolls, and various collectibles.  
 
Audience: All ages are welcome. 
 
Duration: Tours run 15 to 20 minutes. 
 
Hours: The Betsy Ross House is open daily, Memorial Day through Labor Day, 10a-5p. Closed on 
Thanksgiving, Christmas, and New Year's Day. Off-season: Tuesday-Sunday 10am-5pm; open on 
Monday holidays. 
 
Fees: There is a suggested donation of $5/adult and $2/child. Audio guides require a fee of $5. 
 
Public Transportation Accessible: Yes. 
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Camden Children’s Garden 
 
Phone: 856-365-8733 
Contact: Valerie Frick 
Email: vfrick@camdenchildrensgarden.org 
Website: www.camdenchildrensgarden.org  
Location: 3 Riverside Drive; Camden, NJ 08103 
 
Program Description: The Camden Children’s Garden provides a horticultural experience with 
opportunities for creative and imaginative play.  The 4-acre interactive Garden includes the 
Philadelphia Eagles Four Seasons Butterfly House and Education Center, a Butterfly Garden, Railroad Garden, 
Dinosaur Garden, Picnic Garden, Tree House and Maze, Tropical Exhibit, Storybook Gardens and 
the new Ben Franklin’s Workshop.  Also available are three amusements: the Arrow River Train Ride, 
Commerce Carousel and the Spring Butterfly Ride. 
  
On-Site Garden Lessons can be scheduled to enhance Garden visits.   
Distance Learning Lessons are also available via ISDN lines. 
Garden Festival for Schools are available in Spring, targeting 3rd-6th graders. 
Adult Gardening Workshops - Join CCG one Wednesday a month from 10:00am to 11:30am for a fun 
and educational gardening activity, designed especially for adults! 
 
Audience: All are welcome but exhibits are geared towards younger visitors.  
 
Duration:  Flexible. 
 
Hours:  10:00 am – 5:00 pm, Tuesday-Sunday. Closed Thanksgiving, Christmas, and New Year’s. 
Closed January 15-March 15. 
 
Fees: Group prices are $6.00/child ($3.50 for admission plus $2.50 for 2 tokens to ride our Arrow 
Train, Commerce Carousel or Butterfly Spring Ride). One teacher or chaperone enters free per 5 
students. Additional adults pay $5.50 each. On-Site Garden Lesson and Distance Learning Lesson prices 
range from $55.00-$85.00/lesson. Adult Workshops are $15.00 for CCG members and $20.00 for 
non-members. 
 
Public Transportation Accessible: Yes. Take the NJ Transit RiverLine to the Aquarium Stop. 
River Link Ferry System: From Philadelphia to Camden Waterfront daily May – September, and 
Fridays – Sundays in April and October. 
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Chinatown Tours: Joseph Poon Chef Kitchen 
 
Phone: 215-778-3704                        
Contact: Deborah Reast 
Email: info@josephpoon.com 
Website: www.JosephPoon.com 
Location: 1010 Cherry Street, 2F; Philadelphia, PA 19107 
 
Program Descriptions: Wok 'N Walk Tours of Chinatown give students an opportunity to join 
celebrity chef Joseph Poon, and his team, for a walking tour of Philadelphia's Chinatown – and 
lunch!  Students learn how fortunes are added to fortune cookies, see live fish at an Asian fish market, 
hear about the community's rich history, and walk through the Chinese Friendship Gate.   
 
Audience:  Ages 5 to adult. Group size can be 5 to 100 people.    
 
Duration: Both outings last for a total of 2 hours.  
 
Hours: Groups can schedule their visit for any day of the week. 
 
Fees:  The Wok 'N Walk Tour costs $20/child for a kid-sized lunch; $28/teenager for a full-sized 
lunch. Chaperones pay $35 for the tour and an adult-sized lunch. 
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City Food Tours and Events 
 
Phone: 215-360-1996    Fax: 530-660-1996 
Contact: Robert Weinberg, Director 
Email: Robert@cityfoodtours.com 
Website: www.cityfoodtours.com 
 
Program Descriptions: City Food Tours will take students on a 2.5-hour tasting adventure that will 
open their eyes to the amazing taste and importance of high quality, handmade foods in the heart of 
Philadelphia!  In just a few blocks, they will sample 3 of the city's best artisanal and hand-crafted 
foods that may include earth-friendly, hand-made chocolates, Fun Tea Fizzes and Bubble Teas, 
Cheeses made near Philadelphia, Gelato and Sorbetto.  
 
Every tour includes:  

• Special pre-arranged tastings at 3 specialty food shops (Locations vary according to day and time.)  
• An informative, fun, and interactive discussion about how the foods are made and how they 

have shaped history  

• A  behind-the-scenes view of the industry through the eyes of owners and chefs, and the 
opportunity to ask any questions students have  

• Nutritional tips about enjoying sweets in moderation   
 
Students will not only have fun, but they’ll learn enough about these foods to overcome fears of 
trying new and delicious delicacies! City Food Tours guides are certified in CPR and skilled in 
working with food allergies and dietary restrictions.  Please keep in mind that this is a tasting 
adventure, not a full, balanced meal. 
 
Student Skills Emphasized (Tour content encorporates age-appropriate PA curriculum whenever 
possible.): critical thinking, problem-solving, listening, vocabulary development, and communication. 
Emphasis placed on Nutrition/Food/Family Sciences, Life Science/Biology, World 
Cultures/Traditions 
 
Audience:  Perfect for students aged 12 years and up. Minimum of 6 and maximum of 30 students. 
 
Duration: Total of 2 ½ hours.  Less than 30 minutes of walking and more than 2 hours of food-
focused experiences, this tour is geared for students of all abilities.  
 
Hours: Tours run year-round, Tuesday through Friday from 10am-12:30pm and 3:30pm-6:00pm. 
Advanced reservations are required. 
 
Fees:  Mention Penn’s OSTRC for a special rate of $25/student (Normally $29/person). 
(Pricing includes all samples and handouts) 
 
Meeting Location: Independence Visitor Center (Just inside the main entrance) 
Corner of 6th and Market Streets 
 
Public Transportation: Accessible by public transportation via the Market-Frankford Line and Bus 
route numbers 9, 17, 21, 33, 38, 42, 44, 48, & 121 
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The Clay Studio 
 
Phone: 215-925-3453    Fax: 215-925-7774 
Email: jasmine@theclaystudio.org 
Website: www.theclaystudio.org  
Location: 139 N. 2nd Street; Philadelphia, PA 19106 
 
Program Description: The Clay Studio offers guided tours of its entire facility including its galleries, 
school, and studio spaces. It also offers artist demonstrations, which typically include use of a 
potter’s wheel. Tours are designed to expose each participant to the vast range of expression possible 
with the use of clay, from every day objects to abstract sculpture.  
 
Tours must be scheduled two weeks in advance.  
 
Audience: Tours are designed for both adults and children six years or older. Maximum of 15 
children and 2 chaperones or a maximum of 25 adults. 
 
Duration: Timing is flexible but consists of approximately 45 minutes for the tour and 
approximately 30 minutes for the demonstration. 
 
Hours: Tours are offered on Wednesdays 12 am – 6 pm and Thursdays 10 am – 6 pm. No tours are 
given during the month of August, nor during weeks where new exhibitions are being installed in the 
galleries.   
 
Fees: Tours are $25/group; an additional $35 is charged for a demonstration. 
 
Public Transportation Accessible: Yes. 
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Cliveden – A National Historic Trust Site 
 

Phone:  215-848-1777, x 223  Fax: 215-438-2892 
Contact: Rick Fink 
Email: rfink@cliveden.org 

Website: www.cliveden.org 
Location: 6401 Germantown Avenue,  Philadelphia, PA 19144 
 
Program Description: Cliveden welcomes student groups at any level for tours of the museum.  
For elementary and middle-school students (Grades 3 – 8) we offer two different education 
programs tailored to the curriculum requirements of the Philadelphia School District: 

Patriots or Traitors looks at the conflicting loyalties of Philadelphians during the American 
Revolution and discusses the impact of war on a civilian population. 

Suing for Freedom uses stories and documents from the Chew Family Papers to discuss the 
nature of urban slavery and efforts to end slavery in Pennsylvania after the Revolution.  

Math in Nature uses our historic 6 acre property to teach geometry and algebra at a “mock” 
archeological dig.  Students will learn to plot coordinates on a graph, estimate tree height as 
well as discover historic artifacts within their archeological plot.  

Audience: Middle School Students (Groups of 25-50) 
 
Duration: Between 1.5 and 2 hours. 
 
Hours: 9am – 4 pm Monday through Friday 

Fee: School group rate is $5.00 per student. We require one adult chaperone for each ten students.  
Teacher and required chaperones are admitted at no charge; additional chaperones will be charged at 
the student rate. By advance arrangements, groups are welcome to picnic on the grounds. For more 
information and reservations, call or email Rick Fink. 

Public Transportation Accessible: SEPTA Bus Route 23 and Regional Rail R8 line (Upsal Station) 
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Color Me Mine: Elkins Park 
 
Phone: 215-887-1347 
Contact: Randi Shenkman 
Email: randihope@comcast.net 
Website: www.elkinspark.colormemine.com 
Location: Yorktown Plaza; 8120 Old York Road; Elkins Park, PA 19027 
 
Program Description: Color Me Mine is a paint-your-own pottery studio. Visitors choose from 
hundreds of bisque items to paint using dozens of colorful underglazes. Once painted, pieces are 
glazed, fired, and available for later pick-up. Every visitor can take home their very own masterpiece! 
With advance notice, CMM staff can relate a painting activity to a group-relevant subject or theme. A 
field trip to Color Me Mine promotes artistic expression, listening to directions, visual-motor skills, 
sequencing, and creativity! 
 
Audience: Painting ceramics is an activity that appeals to all age groups but children under 5 usually 
require one-on-one adult supervision.   
 
Duration: A painting session usually lasts for about 1 to 1.5 hours.   
 
Hours: Hours of operation vary by season. Please visit website for current studio hours. 
 
Fee: Visitors pay for the ceramic piece that they choose plus a flat rate studio fee ($7/children 16 
and under and $10/adult). Sales tax will be waived for groups with a tax exemption number. 
 
Public Transportation Accessible: Elkins Park location is accessible by train (several blocks from 
Elkins Park train station). 
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 Fairmount Water Works Interpretive Center 
 
Phone: 215-685-0723  (Main Number)  Fax: 215-685-0718 
Contact: Karen Young 
Email: Karen.Young@phila.gov 
Website: www.fairmountwaterworks.org  
Location: 640 Water Works Drive; Philadelphia, PA 19130 
 
Program Description: Within the walls of Fairmount Water Works, one of Philadelphia’s first 
pumping stations and a nationally certified historic landmark building, the Philadelphia Water 
Department has installed a combination of graphic panels and interactive exhibits. Through these 
exhibits, visitors learn about their relationship with water on this planet. Visitors can also see how 
this site historically provided water to the citizens of Philadelphia and compare it to the processes 
used by the Philadelphia Water Department today.   
 
Visitors have the option of touring the facilities self-guided or led by a teacher/volunteer. A 
structured visit includes an “orientation on deck,” time to interact with the exhibits, a wrap-up 
discussion led by an educator, and finally a viewing of the award-winning 17 minute film, The 
WaterWorks. 
 
Audience: Tours are available for groups of any age and, through separate arrangements, may 
contain up to 60 people. The site is fully accessible to handicapped persons. All educational programs 
can be adapted to all grade levels. Call for details regarding class size limits. 
 
Duration: A visit, led by an Interpretive Center Educator, lasts 2 hours.  
 
Hours:  10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m., Tuesday – Saturday 
             1:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m., Sunday 
        The site is closed Mondays and all City holidays.  
 
Fee:  Currently, there is no admittance or program fee.  Donations are welcome. 
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Fonthill Museum 
 
Phone: 215-348-9461, ext. 10  Fax: 215-230-0823 
Contact: Visitor Services Coordinator   
Email: fhmail@fonthillmuseum.org 
Website: www.fonthillmuseum.org  
Location: East Court Street & Route 313; Doylestown, PA 18901 
 
Program Description: Henry Mercer (1856-1930) built Fonthill as his home between 1908 and 1912. 
The concrete castle boasts over 44 rooms, 18 fireplaces and more than 200 windows of varying 
shapes and sizes. The interior walls, floors and ceilings are adorned with an incredible array of 
Mercer's original handcrafted tiles. Tiles, prints, and objects from around the world show the 
creativity of this native Bucks Count native. Guided tours are available as is programming specifically 
designed for a younger crowd. 
 
Audience:  
 
Castle of Ideas 

• Learn how Henry Mercer developed his ideas to build this unique castle home 
• 3rd – 6th grade; Maximum 60 students 

Digging into History 
• Learn about Mercer as an archaeologist and learn about concepts in archaeology in a hands-

on museum tour, activities and simulated dig.  
• 4th – 9th grade; Maximum 25 students 

A Concrete House 
• A tour that focuses on the architecture of the Fonthill Castle. 

• 6th -9th grade; Maximum 60 students 
Castle Full of Treasures 

• Explore the collections and creative genius of the Fonthill by taking a tour that focuses on 
the unique arts and crafts treasures 

• 9th – 12th grade; Maximum 60 students 
 
Hours:  10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m., Monday – Saturday; 12:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m., Sundays  

  (Last tour starts at 4 p.m.) 
 
Fee: Group youth rate is $3.50/student. One adult chaperone is required for every ten students and 
is admitted free. Additional adults must pay the regular group admission of $6.00. 
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Fort Mifflin on the Delaware 
 

Phone: 215-685-4167/68   Fax: 215-685-4166 
Contact: Lee Patrick Anderson, Executive Director 
E-Mail: leeanderson@fortmifflin.us 
Website: www.fortmifflin.us 
Location: Fort Mifflin & Hog Island Roads, Philadelphia, PA 19153 
 
Program Description:  National Historic Landmark that was the site of a Revolutionary War battle 
that last six-weeks in the Fall of 1777 and saw the largest bombardment the North American 
Continent had ever seen.  The Fort was originally built in 1771 and the original River Wall is still 
intact.  The remainder of the Fort was re-built in 1794 to 1803 and has 15 historic buildings, all but 
one completely restored to their construction from 1778 to 1875, including the Artillery Shed, 
Casemates (Dungeons) and Enlisted and Officers Quarters.  The Fort is located on 42 acres of park-
like ground, directly on the Delaware River and affords a magnificent view of the river in our picnic 
area adjacent to the Main Gate of the Fort. 
 
Programs are available throughout the year and we serve Kindergarten to 12th grade students.  We 
have a variety of education programs that follow the PA, NJ & DE as well as National curriculum 
standards for Social Studies and Science.  A teacher’s Guide outlining each program and includes 
activities for pre and post visits and is provided to each class participating. Programs include; 
 
Stars & Stripes – History of the American Flag (geared toward grades K to 5) 
A Soldiers Life Revolutionary and Civil War Era (all grades) 
Blood Sweat & Tears – Civil War Medicine (geared toward grades 6 to 12) 
Distance Learning Programs are also available via IP and ISDN with a bridge 
Special Events on Weekends, such as Pirate Day, Freedom Blast, Siege Weekend, World War II, School 
of the Musketeers and many more throughout the year from April to December. 
 
Audience:  All are welcome. But education programs are for school & adult tour groups 
 
Duration:  Flexible on a daily basis.  But including tour and education programs for school & 
adult tour groups expect to be at the Fort for 3 hours. 
 
Hours:  General Public 10:00 Am to 4:00 Pm Wednesday through Sunday all-year long. 
School & Adult Tour Groups seven days a week throughout the year.  Closed between  Christmas 
and the day after New Years Day, Thanksgiving and Labor Day. 
 
Fees:  Adult $6.00, Seniors (55 and over) & Veterans $5.00, Children (6 to 12) $3.00 
Children (5 and under) and Active Duty Military Free.  School and Adult Tour Groups (Tour Only) 
$6 with Education Program $8 (Teachers Free) 
 
Public Transportation Accessible:  None.   
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Franklin Institute 
 

Phone: 1-800-285-0684 
Contact: Group Sales 
Email: groupsales@fi.edu 
Website: www.fi.edu 
Location: 222 North 20th Street; Philadelphia, PA 19103 
 
Program Description: Field trips are available to schools and programs throughout the school year. 
Exhibits are aligned with the National Science Education Standards to offer exciting learning 
experiences that help students understand key science concepts. Curriculum correlations are available 
online at www.fi.edu.   
 
Exhibits include: Space Command; The Train Factory; Kid Science (ages 5-8 only); The Giant Heart; 
Electricity; The Franklin Air Show; Amazing Machines!; Sports Challenge; Sir Isaac’s Loft.  The 
Franklin is also home to three unique theater experiences: The Fels Planetarium, Tuttleman IMAX 
Theater, and Franklin Theater in 3D!  
 
2008 – 2009 Special Exhibits: The Chronicles of Narnia: The Exhibition (November 28, 2008 – April 
19, 2009) and Galileo, Medici, and the Age of Astronomy (Opens April 2009).  There are additional 
fees for these exhibits. 
 
Audience: Packages are available for all grade levels.   
 
Duration:  A minimum of 2 -4 hours is suggested. Theater programs and special exhibits may 
require additional time.  
 
 
Hours:  9:30am - 5:00pm, daily. The Tuttleman Imax Theater has extended hours Friday and 
Saturday: 9:30am - 9:00pm. 
 
Fees:  

• Museum Exhibits only - $7.75/student, Free/chaperone 

• Museum Exhibits and Planetarium - $9.25/ student, $3.00/chaperone  

• Museum Exhibits and IMAX Show--$10.75/student, $3.00/chaperone  

• Museum Exhibits and 3D Show--$10.75/student, $3.00/chaperone  

• Special rates apply for Narnia and Galileo; call Group Sales for more details.  
 
Public Transportation Accessible: Yes. 
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Garden State Discovery Museum 
 
Phone: 856-424-1233, ext. 305  Fax: 856-424-6516 
Email:  reservations@discoverymuseum.com  
Website: www.discoverymuseum.com (Click on Group Visits) 
Location: 2040 Springdale Road; Cherry Hill, NJ 08003 
 
Program Description: The GSDM offers groups a wonderful place to discover! Every exhibit 
invites children to explore, create, and imagine as they step into 16 “kid-powered” displays. From a 
Down the Shore experience to the Channel 6 News Room, groups get hands-on with everything. Groups 
can reserve an indoor space to eat lunch or choose to sit outside in the garden. For an extra fee, the 
GSDM can also provide a workshop for the children where they can make an activity to take home. 
 
The Museum encourages science discovery and exploration. Visiting children are encouraged to use 
their creativity and imagination. Also, individualized workshops can focus on science, art, language, 
music, and more! 
 
Audience: The GSDM is designed for children ages infant to ten years old. Field trips consist of 
formal groups of ten or more students. 
 
Duration: Groups can have 2 hours in the museum to enjoy all the exhibits and they will also have 
thirty minutes to eat in a pre-reserved indoor lunchroom, or a free-of-charge outdoor space.   
 
Hours: Open 7 days a week: 9:30am-5:30pm, Monday through Sunday and Saturdays (October 
through April) 9:30am - 8:30pm. Closed Thanksgiving and Christmas day. 
 
Fees:  
Group Admission Fees: 

• September-October rate: $4.00/child 

• November-August rate: $7.00/child 

• Workshops: additional $3/child 
  
General Admission: $9.95/person, $8.95 for Grandparents, under 12 months free 
 
Packages: 

• A: 2 Hrs in Museum, 30-45 minute workshop, lunchroom, & souvenir bags: $15/child 

• B: 2 Hrs in Museum & souvenir bags: $12/child 

• C: 2 Hrs in Museum, 30-45 minute workshop, & lunchroom: $10/child 

• D: 2 Hrs in Museum: $7/child 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
   

                                                                                       22       
                       

International Classroom – Penn Museum 
 

Phone: 215-898-4065    Fax: 215-898-4265 
Contact: Prema Deshmukh 
Email: deshmukh@sas.upenn.edu 
Web:  http://www.museum.upenn.edu/new/edu/teachers/teachers_intl_classroom.shtml 
Location:   Penn Museum, 3260 South Street, Philadelphia, PA 19104 
 
 
Program Description: Created in 1961, the International Classroom is an innovative 
program that provides resources for international and multicultural education for a variety 
of ages using a broad range of presentations, lectures, and workshops. Presentations are 
lively and personal, often given in traditional dress. Interactive components encourage 
questions and audience participation, with speakers sharing information about the 
geography, language, economy, education, religion, recreation, family life, customs, 
current affairs, and American perceptions of their home countries.  
 
At the Museum-- World: Ancient and Modern -- This program brings school classes to 
the Museum for a gallery tour an educational presentation by a speaker from a country in 
the featured area.  For example, a visit to the Museum’s African Gallery will be followed 
by a talk about modern day life in Nigeria. The Museum’s other galleries feature artifacts 
from Egypt, Mesopotamia, Canaan, Mesoamerica, China, Native North America, and the 
ancient Etruscan, Greek and Roman civilizations.  
 
Audience: for all ages 
 
Fees: Contact Prema Deshmukh for more information. 
 
Public Transportation Accessible:  Yes. 
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Herr’s Snack Factory Tour 
 
Phone: 800-637-6225    Fax: 610-932-4961 
Contact: Jennifer Arrigo, Visitor Center Manager  
Email: Jennifer.Arrigo@herrs.com 
Website: www.herrs.com 
Location: 271 Old Baltimore Pike; Nottingham, PA  19362 
 
Program Description: The Herr’s Snack Food Factory offers a free guided tour. How do potatoes 
become potato chips? How many pounds of potatoes does it take to make a pound of potato chips? 
How does a pretzel get its shape? Learn these and other fun facts as you watch potato chips, pretzels, 
tortilla chips, cheese curls and popcorn being made right before your eyes! You can even sample 
potato chips, fresh and warm from our cookers. 
 
School curriculum is available for any group. Tour guides review the history of Herr’s and answer any 
questions that you have about snack foods. Use math skills to see how many bags of chips are made 
in an hour, a day, a week, a month or a year. Plus other fun math facts!  See how Herr’s recycles too! 
 
Audience: Appropriate for all ages. Maximum of 200 people per tour. 
 
Duration: Tours last approximately one hour.   
 
Hours: Tours are Monday – Thursday, 9:00 am – 3:00 pm and Friday 9:00 am – noon, all year round.  
Check the Herr’s website for additional hours during the summer and holiday seasons.  Special 
consideration for groups can be made by calling the toll free number. 
 
Fees: FREE. 
 
Public Transportation Accessible: N/A. 
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Historic RittenhouseTown 
 
Phone: 215-438-5711    Fax: 215-849-6447  
Contact: Ariel Wilson, Director of Education & Program Development 
Email: awilson@rittenhousetown.org 
Website: www.rittenhousetown.org 
Location: 206 Lincoln Drive; Philadelphia, PA 19144 
 
Program Description: Visit Historic RittenhouseTown and make paper at the site of North 
America’s first paper mill! Built by William and Nicholas Rittenhouse in 1690, the Rittenhouse paper 
mill supplied paper for maps, newspapers, books and legal documents. Students will tour this early 
American industrial village and make paper using the same tools and techniques used by the 
Rittenhouse family. One program option includes Colonial cooking with a costumed interpreter in 
Historic RittenhouseTown’s original 18th century bake house. Students will assist in the preparation 
of a typical Colonial dish.  
 
This interactive program teaches students about 18th century American life in an authentic landscape. 
It stresses the importance of the Rittenhouse family’s contributions to the development of American 
industry and their role in freeing the Colonies from dependence on foreign goods. 
 
Audience: All ages are welcome.  
 
Duration: Two to four hours. 
 
Hours: Monday-Friday: Open for group tours and classes only. Reservations required. 

 Saturday-Sunday, May-September: Noon-4PM. (Public tours only. Does not     
 include papermaking or cooking) 

 
Fees: Group Rates:  

• Site tour and papermaking: $5 per student 

• Site tour, papermaking and colonial cooking: $10 per student 

• Chaperones: No charge 
 
Individual Rates: 

• Weekend Summer Tours: Adults $5, Children $3 
 
Public Transportation Access: Yes. Take the R8 Regional Rail to Tulpehocken. Also accessible by 
65 Bus to Wissahickon Ave and Walnut Lane. 
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Independence Seaport Museum 
 
Phone: 215-413-8655                                    Fax: 215-925-6713 
Contact: Tyra Karp, Group Sales Manager 
Email: groupsales@phillyseaport.org 
Website: www.phillyseaport.org 
Location: Penn's Landing on the Delaware River; 211 South Columbus Blvd. & Walnut St.; 
Philadelphia, PA 19106 
 
Program Description: Learn about the region's rich maritime heritage at Independence Seaport 
Museum, located on Philadelphia's historic waterfront. Wander through galleries highlighting 
immigration, underwater exploration, and sea commerce; examine nautical art, artifacts, and intricate 
ship models; watch craftsmen building wooden boats; and explore the mighty Spanish-American War 
Cruiser Olympia, and the World War II Submarine Becuna - both National Historic Landmarks.  
 
Engaging, hands-on, interactive lessons include one-of-a-kind topics such as Pirates and Sea Warfare, 
Early Explorers, Urban Ecology, and more.  
 
All programs are led by educators and include a classroom lesson, hands-on galleries experience, and 
tours of the Olympia and the Becuna (unless otherwise noted). 
 
Audience: All children (grades K-12) are welcome. 
 
Duration: Please contact the Group Sales department at 215-413-8630 or email 
groupsales@phillyseaport.org for details. 
 
Hours:  10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. daily.  Closed Thanksgiving Day, Christmas Day, and New Year's Day. 
 
Fees: Please contact the Group Sales department for group admission rates.  
 
Public Transportation Accessible: Yes, by SEPTA bus routes 33, 21, 42, 48, 17, 5 and the Market-
Frankford El. 
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The Insectarium 
 
Phone: 215-335-9500    Fax: 215-338-9199 
Contact: Dave, Ida, Anita and Laura 
Email: insectarium@aol.com 
Website: www.insectarium.com 
Locations: 8046 Frankford Avenue; Philadelphia, PA 19136 
 
Program Description: Come see and learn about some of the most amazing animals on earth. 
Animals? Yes, insects are animals too. They and their fellow arthropods all play a very important role 
in balancing our planet.  
 
The Insectarium is the country’s largest exhibited all arthropod museum. The collections are from all 
over the world. An extensive live collection demonstrates natural habitats of many unusual insects, 
tarantulas, scorpions and crustaceans.   
 
Bring your group of 15-180 and receive a program given by a museum educator at no additional cost 
with regular museum admission! The program will give your group a fun educational experience that 
will be a great start or end to any science curriculum. Programs are tailored to children three years old 
to adults.  
 
Audience: Our normal audience is school groups, grades 1 through 5. Individuals bring children of 
all ages. 
 
Duration: Tours last 1 ½ hours. 
 
Hours: Normal operating hours are 10:00am through 4:oopm, Monday – Saturday. Tours at 10:00 
am, 11:30 am, and 1:00 pm. 
 
Fee: $7.00 per individual. Groups receive one free pass per chaperone. Children 2 and under are free. 
 
Public Transportation Accessible: Yes. Take Septa route 66 bus up Frankford Avenue from end 
of Elevated Line.  
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John Heinz National Wildlife Refuge at Tinicum 
 
Phone: 215-365-3118, x103    Fax: 215-365-2846 
Contact: Erika Scarborough 
Email: Erika_Scarborough@fws.gov  
Website: http://heinz.fws.gov  
Location: 8601 Lindbergh Boulevard; Philadelphia, PA 19153 
 
Program Description: The John Heinz Wildlife Refuge at Tinicum is a 1200-acre refuge that 
provides habitat for over 300 species of birds and countless reptiles, amphibians, and mammals. With 
its 10 miles of hiking trails, canoe launch, observation platforms, bird blinds, and the Cusano 
Environmental Education Center, the refuge provides visitors with an opportunity to observe 
wildlife in a natural setting with the city of Philadelphia as a backdrop. 
 
Field trips to the refuge are self-guided.   
 
Audience: All ages are welcome. 
 
Duration:  Flexible. 
 
Hours: 

 Cusano Environmental Education Center: 8:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
 Hiking Trails: 8:00 a.m. to sunset 
* Check for hours of operation during federal holidays and in cases of inclement weather 

 
Fees: Free. 
 
Public Transportation Accessible: Yes, via R1 and Septa buses 37 & 108.  
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Longwood Gardens 
 
Phone:  610-388-1000, Group Visits ext. 512 
Email:  groupvisits@longwoodgardens.org 
Website:  www.longwoodgardens.org 
Location:  US Route 1, Kennett Square, PA 19348 
 
Program Description:  Longwood Gardens is the world’s premier horticultural display garden, 
featuring more than 1,000 acres of gardens that range from exotic flowers to insect eating plants to 
managed meadows. The new Indoor Children’s Garden opened in October 2007, invites children to 
experience a horticultural wonderland featuring spectacular water features, kid-friendly plants and an 
imaginative group of garden residents. The outdoor Bee aMazed Children’s Garden is an exciting place 
for exploration and highlights the activities of bumblebees. Kids enjoy the Kid’s Map and Guide, the 
guide to ultimate fun throughout the Conservatory. The guide includes a Seek and Find, a sticker 
adventure and a Stamp Hunt. A complete calendar of events and all kids’ opportunities are available 
at: www.longwoodgardens.org. Longwood has a cafeteria on site as well as a nearby picnic area. 
 
Audience:  A fieldtrip to Longwood Gardens is appropriate for all ages. 
 
Duration:  A minimum of 2 hours is recommended for a visit. 
 
Hours:  Longwood is open every day of the year from 9 am – 5 pm.  April through October, it is 
open from 9 am – 6 pm. Summer months, it is open until 10 pm on Thursday, Friday and Saturdays. 
For the Christmas season, hours are extended until 9 pm.  
 
Fees:  Students in grades K – 12 are $6 per child. Group rates are offered for $3 per child. A group 
is considered to be 15 or more people. There is a required 1:10 ratio of chaperones to children.  
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Mercer Museum 
 

Phone: 215-345-0210, ext. 123              Fax: 215-230-0823 
Website: www.mercermuseum.org 
Location: 84 South Pine Street; Doylestown, PA 18901 
 
Program Description: The Mercer Museum is a concrete castle that houses displays of the 
furnishings, folk art, and implements of early America. Children can marvel at the whaling boat, 
carriages, and an antique fire engine as well as the 60 crafts and trades that are exhibited. The 
Museum was completed in 1916 as a home for Henry Mercer's collection of early American everyday 
objects and is now a National Historic Landmark. Audio guides and interactive activities are available. 
Programs at the Mercer Museum include: Log House Life; Frontier Trading; Simple Machines; and 
the Mercer Sampler.   
 
Audience:   
* Log House Life 
   Students can discover what home life was like 200 years ago. Pre-K - 3rd grade;  
   Maximum 25 students. 
* Frontier Trading 
   Explore the tools and products of the 18th century trades and craftsmen through   
   a variety of hands-on experiences. 3rd - 5th grade; Maximum 25 students. 
* Simple Machines 
   In this hands-on program, inspired by the Museum's collection of pre-industrial  
   hand tools, learners investigate examples of the six simple machines, explore how   
   these machines make work easier. Students will make connections between the  
   historical tools exhibited in the museum and the fundamental scientific and  
   technological principles that lie behind them. 3rd-5th grade; Maximum 25  
   students 
* Mercer Sampler 
   Experience a 2-hour round-robin version of the above; the Log House Life program,  
   either Frontier Trading or Simple Machines, and a museum visit. Kindergarten-  
   5th grade; Maximum 120 Students, Minimum 50 students. 
 
Hours:  Monday-Saturday, 10 am -5 pm; Tuesday, 10 am - 9 pm; Sunday, noon -5 pm. 
 
Fees: $3.50 per child and one adult chaperone is admitted for free for every ten children (additional 
chaperones will be charged $6) AND a $50 program fee ($40 during off-peak dates, Dec. 1-Mar. 31).  
Please note that the Mercer Sampler is $6 per child. 
 
Public Transportation Accessible: N/A. 
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Mural Tours 
 
Phone: 215-685-0754                              Fax: 215-685-0757 
Email: tours@muralarts.org 
Website: www.muralarts.org 
Location: 1729 Mt. Vernon Street; Philadelphia, PA 19130 
 
Program Description: Philadelphia is famous for the mural artwork that decorates walls throughout 
the city. Both walking and trolley tours are available that highlight various mural series. The field trip 
is intended to promote visual learning and an appreciation for art and community involvement. 
 
Tours of various areas of the city can be requested and tour guides will be happy to answer questions 
during the tour. 
 
A minimum of a 3-week notice is recommended for booking. 
 
Audience: Ages 8 and up. Trolley tours are designed for a minimum of 15 students; walking tours 
are for a maximum of 20 people per tour guide. 
 
Duration: Walking tours are an hour long and trolley tours are two hours long. 
 
Hours: Tours are offered year-round during daytime hours (the best tour times 
are between 10 am and 3 pm). 
 
Fees: Walking tours are $190/group of 20. Two hour trolley tours are $690/ 35 
people. Two hour motorcoach tours are $290.  Non-standard pick-up fee is $50. 
 
Public Transportation Accessible: Yes.  PLEASE NOTE THAT TOURS CAN BEGIN 
FROM ANY AREA OF THE CITY. 
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The Mütter Museum 
at The College of Physicians of Philadelphia 

 
Phone: 215-563-3737, x271   Fax:  215-575-3499 
Contact: Laurel Weller or Marie Fury 
Email: lweller@collphyphil.org or mfury@collphyphil.org  
Website:  www.muttermuseum.org 
Location: 19 South 22nd St (between Market and Chestnut); Philadelphia, PA 19103 
 
Program Description: The Mütter Museum is one of the few medical museums in the United States. 
Unique exhibits and programs educate students about the history of medicine and tell important 
stories about what it means to be human. 
 
Its collection includes over 20,000 articles, including: fluid-preserved anatomical and pathological 
specimens; skeletal and dried specimens; medical instruments and apparatuses; anatomical and 
pathological models in plaster, wax, and papier-mâché, and plastic; memorabilia of famous scientists 
and physicians; medical illustrations, photographs, prints, and portraits. 
 
Enhance a visit to the Mütter Museum with a disturbingly informative Mütter Lesson or a guided tour!  
Lessons are cross-curricular and based on Pennsylvania Academic Standards.  Tours are led by 
trained museum docents and include highlights of the collection. 
 
Audience: Middle school and older. 
 
Duration:  The average visit is between 1.5 to 2 hours. Mütter Lessons and guided tours are 45 
minutes each. 
 
Hours:  Daily 10am to 5pm, and on Fridays until 9pm. 
 
Fee:  Groups of ten or more students (with a reservation) - $6 per student 
 One chaperone is free for every 10 paying students 
 Additional adults - $8 each 
 Mütter Lessons - $60 for up to 30 students 
 
Public Transportation Accessible: Yes, via Septa El train (30th Street Station); Green Line Trolley 
(22nd and Market); and Bus routes #7, 21, 42, 44, and 48. 
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National Constitution Center 
 
Phone: 215-409-6695    Fax: 215-409-6650 
Contact: Melissa Kramer, Group Sales & Admissions Manager 
Email: groupsales@constitutioncenter.org  
Website: www.constitutioncenter.org  
Location: 525 Arch Street, Independence Mall; Philadelphia, PA 19106 
 
Program Description: A unique two-hour self-guided museum experience includes more than 100 
interactive exhibit components, film, photographs, text, sculpture, and artifacts. The experience 
begins with “Freedom Rising,” a vibrant 20-minute surround-screen theatre presentation with a live 
actor.  
 
A visit to the NCC promotes critical thinking, reading and listening skills. The Class Activities Guide 
includes pre-visit, on-site, and post-visit activities. Lessons are age and grade appropriate and 
correlate with the National Standards for Civics and Government. Additional educational resources 
can be found on the Education Resources page of the Center’s website.  All visitors receive a take-
home Delegates Pass ticket to enjoy the museum and their own pocket sized copy of the U.S. 
Constitution.    
 
The NCC offers self-guided thematic tours including: What is Government and What Should It Do 
(Grades K-4); What are the Foundations of the American Political System (Grades 5-8); and What are the Roles 
of Citizens in American Democracy (Grades 9-12).  
 
Audience: The experience is ideal for elementary, middle, and high school-aged youth.  
 
Duration: 1.5 - 2 hour tour; reservations must be made for a specific start time. 
 
Hours: The NCC is open daily (except Thanksgiving and Christmas Day). Hours are Monday - 
Friday from 9:30 am to 5 pm and weekends from 9:30 am to 6 pm.   
 
Fees: Groups of 20 or more, $7.50/person. School and youth groups receive one complimentary 
chaperone ticket for every 10 tickets. Advanced registrations are required. Scholarships are available. 
 
Public Transportation Accessible: Yes, by train, subway and bus.  
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National Liberty Museum 
 
Phone: 215-925-2800    Fax: 215-925-3800 
Contact: Kyra Atterbury, Education Coordinator 
Email: liberty@libertymuseum.org  
Website: www.libertymuseum.org  
Location: 321 Chestnut Street; Philadelphia, PA 19106 
 
Program Description: The National Liberty Museum's eight galleries celebrate democracy and 
diversity via exciting interactive exhibits, guided tours, the stories of more than 2,000 Heroes of 
Liberty and a collection of contemporary glass art used to symbolize liberty. Tours can be 
customized for individual groups. Popular tour themes include "Heroes from Around the World", 
"Diversity and Acceptance", "Rights & Responsibilities of Freedom", and "Peaceful Solutions to Conflict".   
 
Interactive educational tours are led by the Museum's competent, caring and creative education staff. 
The Museum's Education Department can provide pre- and post-visit lesson materials, in addition to 
tour activity packets. The Museum distributes free, themed activity booklets each month on 
topics such as Women's History Month, Black History Month, Hispanic Heritage Month, etc. 
 
Values/skills presented on the tour include respect for diversity, effective communication and 
conflict resolution, personal responsibility and individual heroism. 
 
Audience: All ages.  
 
Duration: Approximately 90 minutes; return visits are always welcomed. 
 
Hours: The Museum's hours are Tuesdays - Sundays, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. During the summer months, 
it is open 7 days a week. Tours can be scheduled throughout the week. 
 
Fees: $5 per student, $7 per adult. One free adult chaperone is admitted for every ten students. 
 
Public Transportation Accessible: Yes, by SEPTA Market Frankford El and bus routes: 5, 9, 17, 
21, 33, 38, 42, 44, 48, 57 & 121. 
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Pennsbury Manor 
 
Phone: 215-946-0400    Fax: 215-310-1011 
Contact: Diane Nadler 
Email: c-dnadler@state.pa.us 
Website: www.pennsburymanor.org  
Location: 400 Pennsbury Memorial Road; Morrisville, PA 19607 
 
Program Description: Pennsbury Manor offers a variety of programs for children, both onsite and 
through distance learning. It is the only historic site that relates specifically to William Penn, his 
contributions to Pennsylvania, and his impact on American history. A hands-on approach to learning 
about the past gives every student the opportunity to be actively involved in the process. Led by 
guides dressed in period clothing, students take a tour of the Manor House, visit several outbuildings 
and engage in a 30-minute interactive history activity. An education packet for pre-trip preparation is 
provided. Programs are designed to promote listening, observation, problem-solving, critical thinking, 
and cooperative learning.   
 
Developmentally appropriate programs are also available for young children ages four to six.  
 
Audience: Educational programs are appropriate for children from pre-school through high school. 
The guides have experience working with students of all ages. Each tour can accommodate up to 30 
students.  
 
Duration:  The program lasts approximately 1.5 hours.  
 
Hours: Programming is available throughout the year.  
 
Fees: Children and adults are $6 each, with one free adult for every ten children. Parking is free. 
 
Public Transportation Accessible: Yes, take Septa’s R7 train to Levittown, and a taxi to Pennsbury 
Manor (about 2 1/2 miles from train station). Will need to pre-arrange for taxi to meet you at the 
station. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
   

                                                                                       35       
                       

Philadelphia Zoo 
 
Phone: 215-243-5235    Fax: 215-243-5385 
Contact: Marcy Engleman, Manager of In-Zoo Programs 
Email: Engleman.Marcy@phillyzoo.org  
Website: www.philadelphiazoo.org  
Location: 3400 West Girard Avenue; Philadelphia, PA 19104 
 
Program Description: Groups can either visit the zoo on their own or make arrangements for a 
private 45-minute lesson. These Zoo lessons help students develop science process skills and learn 
about wildlife conservation while having fun.  For current lessons and their descriptions, please call 
or visit the website and check on the “Groups” tab. 
 
The Zoo is proud to offer quality education programs that meet the highest standards for academic 
performance.   
 
Audience: Groups of all ages and sizes are welcome for a general visit. For Zoo classes, each lesson 
can accommodate 36 people from Pre-K to 12th grades. 
 
Duration: Classes are 45 minutes long and are offered at 10:00 am, 10:45 am, 11:45 am, and 12:30 
pm. 
 
Hours: The Zoo is open year-round from 9:30 am to 5:00 pm. Closed Thanksgiving, Christmas Eve, 
Christmas Day, New Year’s Eve, New Year’s Day, and one day in June for the annual Zoobilee 
Celebration. 
 
Fees: The Zoo offers special discount rates to groups of 15 or more.  All group tickets must be 
ordered and paid for at least two weeks in advance.   
 
Public Transportation Accessible: Yes. 
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Please Touch Museum 
 
Phone: 215-963-0667, x3123   Fax: 215-963-0424 
Contact: Janet McPhail, Reservationist 
Email: JMcPhail@pleasetouchmuseum.org  
Website: www.pleasetouchmuseum.org  
Location: 210 North 21st Street; Philadelphia, PA 19103 
 
Program Description: PTM offers field trips which include self-guided tours of the museum’s 
seven hands-on exhibits in addition to theater performances. Lunch space is available for an 
additional fee. The Museum features several exhibits including: Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland, 
Barnyard Babies, Move It, Story Garden, Sendak, Supermarket, and Contraptions A-Z. Visits promote 
language, science, creative arts, math, social studies, and movement & motor skills. 
 
Audience: Children 7 years and younger. Reservations are required for groups of 15 or more and 
must be scheduled at least 4 weeks in advance. 
 
Duration: 90 minutes. 
 
Hours:  9:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. Daily 

Open July 1 through Labor Day from 9:00 to 5:00 
Closed Thanksgiving, Christmas, and New Year’s Day 

Groups are scheduled to visit the museum between 9:10am and 3pm, Tuesday through Friday. 
 
Fees: Group rate is $7/person. Reservations are required for groups of 15 or more and must be 
scheduled at least 4 weeks in advance. A fee of $1 per person is charged if you wish to use one of our 
lunch rooms. 
 
Public Transportation Accessible: Yes. Septa lines 48 and 7 stop in the front of the building and 
they are about 6 blocks from Suburban Station.  
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Riverbend Environmental Education Center 
 
Phone: 610-527-5234, x108   Fax: 610-527-5234 
Contact: Amelia Abromaitis   Email:  aabromaitis@riverbendeec.org 
 Website: www.riverbendeec.org   
Location: 1950 Spring Mill Road; Gladwyne, PA  19035 
 
Program Description: Riverbend is an environmental center that seeks to stimulate awareness, 
appreciation and understanding of our total environment, and to preserve a natural wildlife habitat. 
“Environmental Discovery Programs” focus on a wide variety of science and nature topics. Each 
program includes hands-on exploration, interactive activities and lots of fun in a natural setting. 
Topics can include: Animal Adaptations, Tall, Tall Trees, and Pond & Stream.   
 
Riverbend can provide pre- and post-lesson packets for the instructor (available upon request). 
 
Audience:  Programs are designed for children ages PreK-7th grades, with a typical group maximum 
of 70 children. 
 
Duration: Visits are typically 90 minutes in length, but can be adjusted according to grade level. 
 
Hours:  Programming is available year-round. Please call or email. Office hours are Monday-Friday, 
9am-5pm.  
 
Fees: $6/child for 90-minute lesson, no charge for adults (Scholarships are available for qualified 
groups.) 
 
Public Transportation Accessible: No. Located 7 minutes from the intersection of Rt. 76 and Rt. 
476. 
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Schuylkill Center for Environmental Education 
 
Phone: 215-482-7300, x110   Fax: 215-482-8158 
Email: scee@schuylkillcenter.org  
Website: www.schuylkillcenter.org  
Location: 8480 Hagy’s Mill Road; Philadelphia, PA 19128 
 
Program Description: The Schuylkill Center provides environmental education services that include 
exciting field trip opportunities.  Visits cover a variety of topics related to the environment, including 
but not limited to, habitats, adaptations, watersheds, animals, plants, soil, and human impact. Some 
programs include handouts and all programs use a variety of interactive materials. Field trips can be 
arranged as a one-time visit or as a thematic unit of multiple visits and programs that can be tailored 
to group needs.  
 
Skills promoted through a visit include increasing children’s interest in and understanding of the 
natural world. Through hands-on investigations, the visits promote the discovery of science concepts, 
critical thinking skills, and children’s interest in science.  
 
Audience:  The Center has been designed for all age groups from pre-K through adults.  
 
Duration: Visits are generally 1.5 hours in length. 
 
Hours: Trails are open: Monday – Sunday, 8:30am – 4:30pm. Main Building is open: 
Monday – Saturday, 8:30 am – 5:00 pm. Programming is available year-round during weekdays, 
weekends, and evenings. Please call ahead to arrange a visit. 
 
Fees: $6/child ($50 minimum) for a 1.5 hour program. 
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Spiral Q Puppet Theater’s Living Loft Museum 
 
Phone: 215-222-6979    Fax: 215-222-7002 
Contact: Ted Enoch, Museum and Education Director 
Email: tedenoch@spiralq.org 
Website: www.spiralq.org 
Location: 3114 Spring Garden Street, 2nd Floor; Philadelphia, PA 19104 
 
Program Description: A visit to Spiral Q Puppet Theater begins with a tour of our Living Loft 
Museum, which includes six-foot human heads of all shapes and sizes, a flock of birds of every hue, 
cardboard schools of fish, and an enormous paper-mache matador. A puppet making art-related 
activity follows, which can range from making masks to creating a shadow puppet performance. 
 
Additionally, the Living Loft Museum can hit the road and come to you! Spiral Q’s Traveling Tours 
were popular in the summer of 2007, and will be available in 2008. 
 
Audience: Museum tour can be adapted to suit multiple developmental levels and special needs, 
from pre-school to High School, and helps enrich youths’ creative self-expression in a new and 
stimulating context. 
 
Duration: Roughly two hours (45 minutes in a Museum Tour, 45 minutes creating artwork in studio) 
 
Hours: M-F, 10-6. Call to discuss scheduling a tour over the weekend. 
 
Fee: $12/person 
 
Public Transportation Accessible: Yes! Spiral Q’s Living Loft Museum can be reached by Septa’s 
38 and 43 buses. 
 
***Please note: as freight elevator is no longer functional, our space is not presently wheel-
chair accessible. In the past, we have been able to accommodate a wide variety of special 
needs—please contact us to ask for more information! 
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Summer Wonder Performance Series – Penn Museum 
 

Phone: 215-746-6674    Fax: 215-222-7002 
Contact: Heather Dewey 
Email: education@museum.upenn.edu 
Website: www.museum.upenn.edu 
Location: Penn Museum, 3260 South St., Philadelphia, PA 19104 
 
Program Description:   Penn Museum’s Education Department presents Summer Wonder.  Come 

celebrate cultures through performance art and interactive demonstrations.  Enjoy 8 weeks 
of music, dance, storytelling, and more. This year’s performance line-up includes:   

 
June 24: The Academy of Natural Sciences presents Animals with Bad Reputations 

Discover animal myths and misconceptions through live animals presented by an Academy on 
Wheels teacher. 

 
July 1:   Rhythms and Roots- Groove to the rhythms and melodies of Latin-fusion music. 

 
July 8:   Duet Productions presents Finding King Tut 
 A theatrical combination of humor and history.  Journey along with archaeologist Howard 

Carter as he quests for King Tut’s tomb. 
 
July 15:  Aravod Ensemble - Enjoy traditional Armenian and Middle Eastern music by a duet from 

this internationally-acclaimed band.  Co-sponsored by the University of Pennsylvania’s 
Center for Middle East Studies.   

 
July 22:  Kulu Mele African American Dance Ensemble - Delight in the vibrant energy of 

traditional West African dance fused with African American contemporary hip-hop, cha-cha, 
and other rhythms. Co-sponsored by the University of Pennsylvania’s Center for African 
Studies 

 
July 29:  Kyo Daiko Drummers 
  Jam-out to the powerful beats of traditional Japanese drumming.  Co-sponsored by the 

University of Pennsylvania’s Center for East Asian Studies. 
 
Aug 5:  Lenape Storytelling and Dance with Shelley DePaul 

Learn about the Lenape, a Native American Nation from the Philadelphia    region, through 
traditional stories, language, and dance. 

 
Aug 12:  Martial Arts Demonstration 

Marvel at the movements of kenjutsu, the art of the samurai sword, and other forms Japanese 
martial arts presented by Four Winds Martial Arts School. 

 
Audience: Designed to educate and entertain all audiences. 
 
Duration: Wednesdays in June-August, 10:30 am – 11:30 am.  June 24 - August 12, 2009 
 
Fee: $5 Children, $7 Adults 
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Wagner Free Institute of Science 
 

Phone: 215-763-6529, x17   Fax: 215-763-1299 
Email: reservations@wagnerfreeinstitute.org  
Website: www.wagnerfreeinstitute.org  
Location: 1700 West Montgomery Avenue; Philadelphia, PA 19121 
 
Program Description: The Wagner Free Institute of Science offers guided group visits that include 
a hands-on natural science lesson in its historic lecture hall and structured activities in the museum 
gallery. Lesson topics for school-age children include: Animal Adaptations; Butterflies & Moths; 
Dinosaurs & Fossils; Food Chains; Human Body; Insects & Other Arthropods; Ocean Life; Rocks & Minerals; 
Skeletons; and Urban Ecology. Programs designed specifically for preschoolers include Animal Babies; 
Animals in Winter; Day and Nighttime Animals; Dinosaurs; and Insects. All lessons taught at the Institute 
are aligned to the Benchmarks for Science Literacy and the National Science Education Standards. 
 
Several weeks prior to visits, group leaders receive topic-specific pre-trip activities, information about 
the Institute, and book and video recommendations. Follow-up activities are also available. 
 
Audience:  All ages are welcome; reservations are needed for groups of 6 or more. Free science 
lessons are available for groups of ten and more. The maximum group sizes are as follows: 
60 students for first grade and above 
30 students for kindergarten and below 
 
Duration: Visits for older children last 1.5 hours; visits for younger children last 1 hour. 
 
Hours: 9:00 am - 4:00 pm, Tuesday - Friday. 
 
Fees: All programs are free but donations are appreciated. 
 
Public Transportation Accessible: Yes. Septa bus #2 and the Broad Street subway stop at Temple 
University/Cecil B. Moore. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
   

                                                                                       42       
                       

The Woodlands 
 

Phone: 215-386-2181    Fax: 215-386-2431 
Contact: Jean K. Wolf, Executive Director 
Email: jwolfwoodlands@verizon.net 
Website: www.woodlandsphila.org   (under construction; e-mail with questions) 
Location: 4000 Woodland Ave.; Philadelphia, PA 19104 
 
Program Description: The Woodlands is an active rural cemetery of 54 acres in West Philadelphia 
that was developed in 1840 on the last 92 acres of the estate of William Hamilton. Hamilton’s house 
– now serving as cemetery’s offices - still stands on the grounds and is one of the most significant 
18th-century neoclassical mansions in America. The cemetery was designed around Hamilton’s 
mansion and carriage house/stable with roads and brick paths. Hamilton’s original gardens—the 
most important in America according to Thomas Jefferson—were altered for the cemetery, but an 
arboretum of over 1000 trees of 750 species and great age create a park-like setting for visitation. The 
mausoleums and grave monuments range from the tallest cemetery obelisk in the country to elegant 
sculpted angels and tombstones. Children, teenagers, and adults use the cemetery for biking, walking, 
jogging, and viewing nature and statuary everyday from dawn to dusk. A Distinguished Persons list 
of those buried in the cemetery can be picked up at the office and used for self-guided tours.  Many 
teachers and educational institutions use the site to explain colonial history, architectural history, 
biological sciences, genealogy research, and the history of Philadelphia’s development through 
citizens buried in the cemetery. 
 
Special programs and events are planned seasonally and will be posted on the Web site; inquiries may 
be sent to info@woodlandsphila.org.   
 
Audience: Special tours of the mansion can be arranged for any type of audience. Less than 50 
students is ideal, but larger groups can be divided into two. 
 
Duration: Tours of the mansion usually take about 30 minutes depending on the interest of the 
group. 
 
Hours: Monday to Thursday from 10 to 5:00 or by appointment. 
 
Fee: Free access to the grounds.  Mansion tours:  $5.00 for Adults; $3.00 for students and seniors.   
 
Public Transportation Accessible: Yes. Septa’s #11, 13, 34 & 36 trolleys stop directly across the 
street at 40th and Woodland Avenue. Check Septa for nearby buses. 
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Woodmere Art Museum 
 
Phone: 215-247-0948    Fax: 215-247-2387 
Contact: Pamela Birmingham, Curator of Education 
Email: pbirmingham@woodmereartmuseum.org 
Website: www.woodmereartmuseum.org  
Location: 9201 Germantown Avenue; Philadelphia, PA 19118 
 
Program Description: Museum tours are designed to underscore and enhance work in the 
classroom, whether through history, English, math or studio art studies. Basic terminology is 
introduced as a preparation for the museum visit. Then instructors select the exhibition or tour that 
is most appropriate for their class. For example, topics could include the American Victorian period, 
women artists or the art of the landscape. While gaining experience in discussing art, students 
enhance their observation skills, verbal expression, listening and critical thinking. 
 
Helen Millard Children’s Gallery is the featured exhibit. School tours include Woodmere Outreach, If My Pot 
Could Talk, and Kids Care 13. 
 
Inquire about special projects such as Woodmere for Kids: Game and guide book, Portrait Project, 1, 2 
Rhythm and Blue, and Museum Mentor. 
 
Audience:  Tours appropriate for ages 4 and up. 
 
Duration: 1-2 hours depending on age. Special projects involve multiple visits. 
 
Hours: Tuesday through Saturday 10am-5pm, Sundays 1-5pm; closed major holidays. 
 
Fees: $5 per student (waived for those with financial hardship).  
 
Public Transportation Accessible: Yes. R8 suburban train, L bus from Chestnut Hill. 
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Yo Darkroom 
 
Phone: 215-789-9032     Email: director@yodarkroom.com 
Contact: Veronique Cote    Website: www.yodarkroom.com 
Location: 113 N. 23rd St. Philadelphia, PA 19103 
 
Program Description: Yo Darkroom is an up and coming art gallery, public darkroom, and a great 
place to take classes.  We offer many classes for teens, day camp students, and after school programs.   
In our field trip program, students will take part in creating their own art along with learning about 
the functions of an art gallery and reviewing the current show.  Directors can chose from a selection 
of our best teen classes for their students to enjoy and create.  These classes will expand on listening 
skills and is also a great opportunity to express creativity.  Also self-confidence and esteem will grow 
through the opportunity for students to create something they can be proud of. 
  
Audience: The session can be geared towards students of the ages 13 and up. 
 
Duration: This course will last for four hours. 
 
Hours:  All days of the week from 12:00pm until 6:00pm.  
 
Fee: $250 for up to forty students. 
 
Public Transportation Access: Yes. 
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Please send comments, and questions to: 
Deepa Vasudevan 
Project Assistant, Out-of-School Time Resource Center (OSTRC) 
3815 Walnut Street, 3rd Floor 
Philadelphia, PA 19104-4090 
Phone: (215) 898-0793 
Fax: (215) 573-2791 
E-Mail: deepava@sp2.upenn.edu 
www.sp2.upenn.edu/ostrc 


