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Clarify definitions used in US to define and classify
child that Ago missingo
Provide reasonable estimates of missing children
each year
|dentify from these estimates the number of
chil dren nat greatest ri sk
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Let 0s first 1 dentify the
US by age group and, then, the number that
runaway and the period of time that they remain
away

Our interest Is especially focused on those that stay
a week or longer or who stay away and no one has
knowledge of their whereabouts
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Table 1. Age Breakdown of the U.S. Child Population, 2008

% of All % of All
Age Clusters Number Children Americans
(000) (N=82,362,000)| (N=307,212,000)

< 5 years 20,723 25.2 6.7
5- 9 years 19,850 24.1 6.5
10-14 years 20,314 24.7 6.6
1519 years 21,474 26.1 7.0
Total 82,362 100.0 19.9

Source U.S. Statistical Abstracts, 2009




e Categories of Missing
PPenn Children in the U.S.*

For analytical purposes, NISMART-2 distinguished
between (2002a,b):

1. ncaretaker mossing child
2. ireported miossing chil dr

The second classification is substantially smaller than
the first and requires the caretaker to officially
report the child to the au

*(ala NISMART -2 [2002a,b])
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situations 1 n which th
were unknown to the primary caretaker
AND

the caretaker was alarmed for at least 1
hour and tried to locate the child

N=c. 1,587,116 children in 2008



— Reported
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situations in which children wereofficially
reported as missingo a governmental OR
other official agency for help in locating
them

N=c. 972,695 children in 2008



e Sub-classifications of
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Nonfamily Abductions [NFA]

Family Abductions [FA]
Runaways/thrownaways episodes [RA]
Missing involuntary, lost, or injured events [MI]
Missing benign explanation situations [MB]

Therealsoisa®cat egory: AStereotypical
Abductionso |nvoIV440®ghIdaep/|cpneroxima
yeareincluding infants stolen f

own homes

Source: NISMART-2 (2002a: Table 1 & Page 4).



