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Prostitution, pornography and even trafficking in persons for sex are not
new phenomena iNorth America, including in th&nited States

Historical evidence shows a long history of child sexual exploitation in
the United States

I Indentured servitude at the turn of the turn of the century often
meant indentured sexual services for many unaccompanied young
girls and women and, not infrequently for boys

I Among others, the brothels of the Northeast and\Mas$t were
| argely Astaffedo by Bmanpwek an a
under the age of 18

Child welfare movements of the 1920s and 1930s emerged in large part
as a response to protecting children from sexual exploitation
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What is new

the extent, seriousness and numbers of children involved in various form
of sexual exploitation each year:

I (Estimc')ﬂed to number in the tens of millions worldwiddINICEF
2008

Many tens of thousands American children are known to be the victims o
sexual abuse within their own homes

In US, the number of children between the ages df7Lihvolved in
comhmercialsexual exploitation likely excee@90,000children and
yout

Increasingly, child sexual exploitation is gaining recognition as the most
neglected form of child abuse in the U.S.
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| ncreasing public willingness to
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Summarize major findings from two year study of the CSEC in
the UnitedStates (1992001) and in the years that followed

(20022009)
ldentify common myths associated with the CSEQ\anth
Ameri caéand in the U.S. mor e pa

Provide fifactso concerning the
the CSEdn the U.S

|dentify implications of the U.S. findings f@anada, Mexico and
other countries of Central and South America

Lay foundation for Inte’rAmerican cooperation research and
action program to combat CSEC throughtbxet hemisphere
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MYTHS
ASSOCIATED
WITH
THE CSEC
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CSEC Affects Only Child In
Distant Countries




Penn

Social Policy & Practice T h e FaCtS

:
dnnn
.....

.
*
*
%
*
*
*
*
*
%
*

111

Yes, tens of million children worldwide become victims of
commercial sexual exploitation each year

The majority of children are citizens of countries in developing
Asia, Africa and Latin America

The numbers of sexually exploited children in developing
countries appears to be growing despite international efforts to
bring an end to the problem

Poverty is the underlying motivatighat drives children in
developing countries into commercial sexual exploitation

But, the CSEC also is a serious problem in rich countries as well,
mcludmg the USand, now, rapidly developing countries in the
region such as BraZ|I Argentlna and Mexico
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When it does occur in the U.S.
and other economically
advanced countries, the CSEC
IS a comparatively rare event
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According to estimates generated by the R¥ligtudy,
approximatel200,000Amer i can youth are na:
commercial sexual exploitation each year

The majority of these children are either runaways, thrownaways
or homeless youth (60%)

But, a substantial number of children living at home also are
iInvolved in CSEC.:

I Junior and senior high school students involved in the making
and distribution of noltommercial pornography

i Junior and senior high school students involved in
commercial prostitution with their peer group

I Youth living near international borders who cross those
borders in pursuit of cheap alcohol, drugs and sex (either with
other Americans or the nationals of these countries)
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