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Background

ÂProstitution, pornography and even trafficking in persons for sex are not 
new phenomena in North America, including in the United States

ÂHistorical evidence shows a long history of child sexual exploitation in 
the United States

ïIndentured servitude at the turn of the turn of the century often 
meant indentured sexual services for many unaccompanied young 
girls and women and, not infrequently for boys

ïAmong others, the brothels of the Northeast and mid-West were 
largely ñstaffedò by European and Asian immigrantsðmany well 
under the age of 18

ÂChild welfare movements of the 1920s and 1930s emerged in large part  
as a response to protecting children from sexual exploitation



Background
(continued)

What is new:

Â the extent, seriousness and numbers of children involved in various forms 
of sexual exploitation each year:

ïEstimated to number in the tens of millions worldwide by UNICEF 
(2008) 

ÂMany tens of thousands American children are known to be the victims of 
sexual abuse within their own homes

Â In US, the number of children between the ages of 10-17 involved in 
commercialsexual exploitation likely exceeds 200,000 children and 
youth 

Â Increasingly, child sexual exploitation is gaining recognition as the most 
neglected form of child abuse in the U.S.

ÂIncreasing public willingness to ñdo somethingò to halt the CSEC



Presentation Objectives

ÂSummarize major findings from two year study of the CSEC in 
the United States (1999-2001) and in the years that followed 
(2002-2009)

Â Identify common myths associated with the CSEC  in North 
Americaéand in the U.S. more particularly

ÂProvide ñfactsò concerning the true nature, extent and causes of 
the CSEC in the U.S.

Â Identify implications of the U.S. findings for Canada, Mexico and 
other countries of Central and South America

ÂLay foundation for Inter-American cooperation research and 
action program to combat CSEC throughout the hemisphere



MYTHS
ASSOCIATED 

WITH
THE CSEC



Myth #1

CSEC Affects Only Child In 
Distant Countries



The Facts

ÂYes, tens of million children worldwide become victims of 
commercial sexual exploitation each year

ÂThe majority of children are citizens of countries in developing 
Asia, Africa and Latin America

Â The numbers of sexually exploited children in developing 
countries appears to be growing despite international efforts to 
bring an end to the problem

ÂPoverty is the underlying motivation that drives children in 
developing countries into commercial sexual exploitation

Â But, the CSEC also is a serious problem in rich countries as well, 
including the USand, now, rapidly developing countries in the 
region such as Brazil, Argentina and Mexico



Myth #2

When it does occur in the U.S. 
and other economically 
advanced countries, the CSEC 
is a comparatively rare event



The Facts

ÂAccording to estimates generated by the Penn/NIJ study, 
approximately 200,000 American youth are ñat riskò of 
commercial sexual exploitation each year

ÂThe majority of these children are either runaways, thrownaways 
or homeless youth (60%)

Â But, a substantial number of children living at home also are 
involved in CSEC:

ïJunior and senior high school students involved in the making 
and distribution of non-commercial pornography

ïJunior and senior high school students involved in 
commercial prostitution with their peer group

ïYouth living near international borders who cross those 
borders in pursuit of cheap alcohol, drugs and sex (either with 
other Americans or the nationals of these countries) 


