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Background

ÂProstitution, pornography and even trafficking in persons 
for sex are not new phenomena in the United States or in 
North America

ÂHistorical evidence shows such practices have existed in our 
region for as long as history has been recorded.
ï indentured and other forms of involuntary servitude at the turn of the 

century often meant indentured sexual services for many unaccompanied 
young girls and women and, not infrequently for boys

ïAmong others, the brothels of the U.S. Western states were largely 
populated by immigrants from Ireland, Germany, Italy, China and 
elsewhereðmany well under the age of 18

ÂChild welfare movements of the 1920s and 1930s in the 
nationôs Eastern cities emerged, in part, as a response to 
protecting children from sexual exploitation



Background
(continued)

ÂU.S. attitudes toward casual sex, including sex with 
children and youth, is well rooted in Western and 
Eastern civilizations

ÂBasically occurs in all culturesðEast and West and, in 
many, continues today

ïCelebrated in Greco-Roman civilizations through brothels and in the 
ñspecial relationshipò that existed between warriors and their boy-
assistants

ïEnshrined in the temple prostitutes of South Asia

ïPerpetuated in the cultural practices of Southeast Asia that 
surrenders young children to older men ostensibly as servants but, 
ultimately, as sexual slaves in exchanges for food, shelter and 
affection



Background
(continued)

What is new:

Âthe extent, seriousness and numbers of children involved in 
various forms of sexual exploitation each year:

ïEstimated to number in the tens of millions worldwide by UNICEF 
(2008)

ïIn US, the number exceeds 200,000 children and youth between the 
ages of 10-17

ÂMany tens of thousands more American children are known 
to be the victims of sexual abuse within their own homes



Background
(contôd)

ÂChild sexual exploitation is now recognized to 
be the most neglected form of child abuse in the 
U.S.



The

Penn/NIJ

Initiative



ÂTo determine the nature, extent, and underlying causes 

of the CSEC in each of the region's countries and the 

region itself

ÂTo identify the extent to which, and the modes of 
operation, of any networks of adult criminals that may 
be engaged against CSE

ÂUsing the findings obtained from this study:

ïto work with law enforcement, human service, and other 
officials at the local, state, national and regional levels 

ïto strengthen the ability of the regionôs governments to 
protect children against CSE

Project 
Goals



Project
Methods

A Multi -strategy approach:

reviews of published and unpublished literature

focus group meetings in specially targeted cities

interviews with victims 

interviews with adult customers of child sex

interviews with adult traffickers in children for sex

statistical surveys



Project 
Methods (contôd)

interviews with key policy and other decision-makers

analysis of each countryôs laws, legal codes, and 
procedures relating to child victims and perpetrators of 
the CSEC

Informal discussions with law enforcement, human 
service, and child advocacy groups

advocacy with governmental bodies, human service, 
and justice organizations and professional associations



Focus Group Meetings
in Targeted Cities

Âfocus group will be held in 28 cities of the NAFTA 
region targeted for special study 
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ÅUnited States (N= 17 )

ÅCanada (N= 4 )

ÅMexico (N= 7 )



Target Cities in the
United States (N=17)

Chicago

Dallas

Detroit

El Paso

Honolulu

Las Vegas

Los Angeles

Miami

New York 

New Orleans 

Oakland

Philadelphia

San Antonio

San Diego

San Francisco

San Jose

Seattle



Research Partners
in the United States

Dr. Richard J. Estes, Principal Investigator

Dr. Neil Weiner, Co-Principal Investigator

University of Pennsylvania

Institutional Sponsors

National Institute of Justice

William T. Grant Foundation

Fund for Nonviolence

University of Pennsylvania School of Social Work

University of Pennsylvania Research Foundation

35+ GOs and NGOs concerned with child exploitation



Target Cities in
Mexico

Acapulco

Cancun

Ciudad Juarez

Guadalajara

Mexico City

Tapachula

Tijuana


