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Richard J. Estes is Professor of Social Work at the University of Pennsylvania in Philadelphia.  He 

holds an A.B. degree from La Salle University in Philadelphia and graduate degrees in social work from 

the University of Pennsylvania (Master of Social Work) and the University of California at Berkeley 

(Doctor of Social Welfare).  He also holds a post-master’s Certificate in Psychiatric Social Work from the 

Menninger Foundation in Topeka, Kansas. 

Dr. Estes’ international activities have been extensive.  Among other assignments, he has held 

visiting Professorships in Iran, Norway, the People’s Republic of China, Morocco, Korea, Hawaii, Japan, 

Mongolia, the Russian Federation, Belgium, Sweden, Mexico, Hong Kong and elsewhere.  In the United 

States, Dr. Estes is founding President of the Philadelphia Area Chapter of the Society for International 

Development (SID).  He is a former president of the Group for the Advancement of Doctoral Education 

(GADE), and is a current member of the Global Commission of the Council on Social Work Education 

(CSWE).  In 2004 he was elected President of the International Society For Quality of Life Studies 

(ISQOLS).   

At Penn, Dr. Estes is Chair of the graduate concentration in Social and Economic Development 

(SED where he also directs the School’s international programs. 

Dr. Estes has been the recipient of many awards and grants for his research on international social 

work and comparative social development including two Fulbright-Hays Senior Research Awards (Iran, 

1978 and Norway, 1979) and a Distinguished Fulbright Scholar Award to Yonsei University in Seoul, 

Korea (1994).  In 1992, he was elected “Social Worker of the Year” by the Pennsylvania Chapter of the 

National Association of Social Workers for his international activities. In 1996 he received the Alumni 
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Recognition Award from the University of Pennsylvania School of Social Work.  In 1997 he was 

awarded the prestigious Distinguished Recent Contribution to Social Work Education Award by the 

Council on Social Work Education (CSWE), the International Rhoda G. Sarnat Award of the National 

Association of Social Workers (NASW) and the “Best Article in Social Indicators Research Award of the 

International Society of Quality of Life Studies (ISQOLS).  In 2002 he was appointed Distinguished Vis-

iting Scholar of United College of the Chinese University of Hong Kong where he continues to serve as an 

External Examiner for the University’s Department of Social Work.  In 2005, the Global Commission of 

the Council on Social Work Education awarded Dr. Estes its highly competitive Partner in International 

Education Award.  In 2007, Dr. Estes was nominated for both the prestigious Albert Hirschman Prize 

awarded by the Social Science Research Council (SSRC) for his work on international and interdiscipli-

nary social science theory, research and practice and for the Distinguished Quality of Life Research 

Award of the International Society for Quality of Life Studies (ISQOLS). 
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2007 Advancing Quality of Life in a Turbulent World (Dordrecht NL & Berlin: Springer, Inc.), ISBN: 
1-4020-5099-2. 

2007 Child Sexual Exploitation: Quick Reference for Healthcare, Social Services, and Law Enforce-
ment Professionals (with Cooper, Sharon W., Angelo P. Giardino, Nancy D. Kellogg & Victor I. 
Vieth)--365 pages (St. Louis MO: GW Medical Publishing), IBSN: 1-878060-21-x.    

2005 Medical, Legal & Social Science Aspects of Child Sexual Exploitation: A Comprehensive Review 
of Child Pornography, Child Prostitution, and Internet Crimes Against Children (with Cooper, 
Sharon W., Angelo P. Giardino, Nancy D. Kellogg & Victor I. Vieth (Editors)--Two volumes, 
1100 pages and 55 contributors (St. Louis MO: GW Medical Publishing). [IBSN: 10-878060-
71-6 & IBSN: 13-978-1-878060-71-6].         

2005 Social Development in Hong Kong: The Unfinished Agenda (London & New York: Oxford Uni-
versity Press), ISBN #019-592745-1. 

2003 La Infancia Como Mercancia Sexual: México, Canadá y Estados Unidos  (The Commercial Sex-
ual Exploitation of Children in Mexico, Canada and the United States), with Elena Azaola.  
(Mexico City: CIEASAS & Siglo XXI Veintiuno Editores), ISBN #968-23-2450-5. 
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1998 Resources for Social and Economic Development: A Guide to the Scholarly Literature. (Phila-

delphia: University of Pennsylvania School of Social Work). 
1992 Internationalizing Social Work Education: A Guide To Resources For A New Century. (Philadel-

phia: University of Pennsylvania School of Social Work). 

1992 Towards a Social Development Strategy for the ESCAP Region (with Edward Van Roy). Bang-
kok: United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific, 
ST/ESCAP/1170. 

1988 Trends in World Social Development: The Social Progress of Nations, 1970-1987. New York: 
Praeger, ISBN: 0-275-92613-3.  

1984 Health Care and the Social Services: Handbook of Social Work Practice in Health Settings (Edi-
tor).  St. Louis, Mo.: Warren H. Green, Inc., ISBN #0-87527266-5. 

 1984 The Social Progress of Nations. New York: Praeger Publishers, ISBN #0-03-059582-7.  
[Chinese edition published in 1989.] 

 
1981 Directory of Social Welfare Research Capabilities. Ardmore, Pennsylvania: Dorrance and Com-

pany, ISBN #0-8059-2788-3.  
 
 
        
ARTICLES AND BOOK CHAPTERS 
 
2008 “Social Development in Africa: New Opportunities, Old Constraints” (in preparation). 
 
2008 “Recent Social Development Trends in Latin America and the Caribbean” (in preparation). 
 
2008 “Development Challenges and Opportunities Confronting Economies in Transition”, Social Indi-

cators Research 83(3):375-411. 
 Reprinted in: 
 Kenneth Land (Editor-in-Chief) Handbook of Quality of Life Research  (Dordrecht NL & Berlin: 

Springer—forthcoming). 
 
2007 “The International Dimensions of Social Work Practice,” in Cnaan et al. Centennial Collection of 

Papers of the University of Pennsylvania School of Social Policy & Practice. 
 
2007 “Asia and the New Century: Challenges and Opportunities”,  Social Indicators Research 

82(3):375-410. 
 
2005 “Quality of Life in Hong Kong: Past Accomplishments and Future Prospects,” in Shek, Daniel 

(Editor), Quality of Life in the Global Context: A Chinese Response, special issue of So-
cial Indicators Research 71(1-3):183-229.  

 
2005 “The Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children in the United States,” (with Neil A. Weiner)  

in Cooper, Sharon W., Richard J. Estes, Angelo P. Giardino, Nancy D. Kellogg & Victor I. Vieth 
(Editors). Medical, Legal, and Social Science Aspects of Child Sexual Exploitation: A Compre-
hensive Review of Pornography, Prostitution, and Internet Crimes (St. Louis MO: GW Medical 
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Publishing), Chapter 5, pp. 95-128, [IBSN: 10-878060-71-6 & IBSN: 13-978-1-878060-71-6].    

 
2005 “The Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children in North America (with Elena Azaola & 

Nicole Ives), in Cooper, Sharon W., Richard J. Estes, Angelo P. Giardino, Nancy D. Kellogg & 
Victor I. Vieth (Editors). Medical, Legal, and Social Science Aspects of Child Sexual Exploita-
tion: A Comprehensive Review of Pornography, Prostitution, and Internet Crimes (St. Louis MO: 
GW Medical Publishing), Chapter 15, pp. 297-335, [IBSN: 10-878060-71-6 & IBSN: 13-978-1-
878060-71-6].           

  
2005 “Recommendations For Action For Dealing Effectively With Child Sexual Exploitation”, (with 

Sharon Cooper and Angelo Giardino) in Cooper, Sharon W., Richard J. Estes, Angelo P. 
Giardino, Nancy D. Kellogg & Victor I. Vieth (Editors). Medical, Legal, and Social Science As-
pects of Child Sexual Exploitation: A Comprehensive Review of Pornography, Prostitution, and 
Internet Crimes (St. Louis MO: GW Medical Publishing), pp. 1041-1050 [IBSN: 10-878060-71-6 
& IBSN: 13-978-1-878060-71-6].        

 
2005 “Global change and indicators of social development,” Chapter 28 in Marie Weil (Editor) The 

Handbook of Community Practice (Thousand Oaks CA: Sage Publications). 
 
2004 “Development challenges of the ‘New’ Europe’,” Social Indicators Research 69(2):123-166.  
 
2003 “Advancing Quality of Life in Hong Kong: The Unfinished Agenda,” in Lee, Paul (Editor).  Pro-

ceedings of the International Conference on Quality of Life in a Global World (Hong Kong: Chi-
nese University of Hong Kong).  

 
2003 “European Social Development Trends: Development Challenges of the ‘New Europe’’, in 

Joachim Vogel (Editor), Välfärd och Ofärd på 90-talet (Good times and Hard Times in Sweden 
During the 1990s), Report #100: Living Conditions Series (Stockholm: Statistics Sweden), pp. 
435-468. 

 
2003 “Marco Conceptual y Metodológico” (with Elena Azaola), Capítulo I in Elena Azaola & Richard 

J. Estes (Editors), La Infancia Como Mercancia Sexual: México, Canadá y Estados Unidos  [The 
Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children in Mexico, Canada and the United States] (Mexico 
City: CIEASAS & Siglo XXI Veintiuno Editores), pp. 15-43. 

 
2003 “La Explotación Sexual Comercial de Niños en Estados Unidos” (with Neil Weiner ), Capítulo II 

in Elena Azaola & Richard J. Estes (Editors), La Infancia Como Mercancia Sexual: México, Ca-
nadá y Estados Unidos  [The Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children in Mexico, Canada 
and the United States] (Mexico City: CIEASAS & Siglo XXI Veintiuno Editores), pp. 44-90. 

 
2002 “Rich and Poor: Competing Definitions and Alternative Approaches to Measurement,” in Wolf-

gang Glatzer (Editor) Rich and Poor (Dordrecht: Kluwer), pp. 9-32. 
 
2002 “The Silent Emergency: The Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children in the U.S., Canada 

and Mexico,” in Nancy E. Walker (Editor) Prostituted Teens: More Than A Runaway Problem, 
Briefing Report No. 2002-2 (Lansing: Michigan State University, Institute for Children, Youth 
and Families), pp. 15-22. 
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2002 "Toward a Social Development Index For Hong Kong: The Process of Community Engage-

ment” (in collaboration with Chua Hoi Wai, John Fung, and Anthony Wong), Social Indicators 
Research 58(1-3):313-347. (Chinese versions published by the Hong Kong Council of Social 
Service, June 2000.) 
 
Reprinted in: 
Sirgy, Joseph, Don Rahtz and Dong-Jin Lee.  2004.  Community Quality-of-Life Indicators: Best 
Cases (Dordrecht: Kluwer Academic Publishers). 

 
2001 "Charitable Foundations in East Asia: Tax Shelters For the Well-Off or Partners in Development? 

Social Development Issues 22(2/3):3-14. 
 
2000 “Social development trends in the Middle East, 1970-1995: Implications for Social Policy Re-

form,” in Belkacem Labbas (Editor) Building and Sustaining the Capacity for Social Policy Re-
forms (Aldershot: Ashgate Publishers), pp. 17-46. 

 
1999 "The 'Poverties': Competing Definitions and Alternative Approaches to Measurement," Social 

Development Issues 21(2):11-21. 
 
1999 "Social development trends in the Middle East, 1970-1997: The search for modernity," Social 

Indicators Research 50 (1):51-81. 
 
1998 "Social development trends in the successor states to the former Soviet Union: The Search for a 

new paradigm," in Kempe R. Hope, Jr.,  Challenges of Transformation and Transition From Cen-
trally Planned to Market Economies, UNCRD Research Report Series No. 26. (Nagoya: United 
Nations Centre for Regional Development), pp. 13-30. 

 
Summarized  in: 
Land, Kenneth C. 1998. “An Application of Estes’ Index of Social Progress to Transition 
Economies, 1970-95,” SINET: Social Indicators Network News (Nov., 1998), pp.1,2-3,6-8. 

 
1998 "Informational tools for social workers: Research in the global age," in Chathapuram S. Ramana-

than & Rosemary J. Link (Eds.) Innovations in Global Social Work: All Our Futures 
(Brooks/Cole Publishing Co.), pp. 121-137. 

 
1998 "Trends in World Social Development, 1970-95: Development Prospects For a New Century" 

Journal of Developing Societies 14(1):11-39. 
 
 Reprinted in: 
 Nandi, Proshanta & Shahid M. Shahidullah. 1998. Globalization and the Evolving World Society. 

(Leiden: Brill), pp. 11-39. 
 
1998 "Emerging Chinese Foundations: The Contribution of Private Philanthropy to the New China,"  

Regional Development Studies (of the United Nations Centre for Regional Development, Na-
goya), 4 (Winter 1997/1998), pp. 165-180.  

 
1997 "The World Social Situation: Social Work's Contribution to International Development," in Ed-

wards, Richard (Editor). Encyclopedia of Social Work. Supplement to the 19th Edition. (Wash-
ington: National Association of  Social Workers). pp. 343-359. 
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1997 "Trends in European Social Development, 1970-1994," Social Indicators Research  42(1):1-19. 
 
1997 "Social Work, Social Development and Community Welfare Centers in International Perspective, 

International Social Work 40(1):43-55. 
 
1996 "The Structure of American Philanthropy," with Zhu Chuanyi (in Chinese), Charity News (July). 
 
1996 "The Development of American Charity and Philanthropy" with Zhu Chuanyi (in Chinese), Soci-

ology (Journal of the Institute of Sociology of Shanghai) 3:47-48. 
 
1996 "Health and Development in Asia: Regional Priorities for a New Century," Forum of Interna-

tional Development Studies 6(December):3-31. 
 

Reprinted in: 
Takahashi, Kimiaki (Editor), Health and Development in Asia, Development and Culture Series, 
No. 18  (Nagoya: Nagoya University, Graduate School of International Development), pp. 1-27. 

 
1996 "Social Development Trends in Latin America, 1970-1994: In the Shadows of the 21st Century," 

Social Development Issues 18(1):25-52. 
 
1996 "Social Development Trends in Asia, 1970-1994: The Challenges of a New Century," Social In-

dicators Research 37(2):119-148. 
 

Reprinted in: 
Proceedings of the 27th International Conference of the International Council on Social Welfare 
(Hong Kong: Hong Kong Council of Social Services), Volume 1, 1997. 
 
Reprinted in revised form in Wong, H.K. and Stewart MacPherson (Editors).  Social Develop-
ment and Societies in Transition (Aldershot, England: Ashgate Publishing), 1998, pp.132-167. 

 
1995  "Social Development Trends in Africa: The Need for a New Development Paradigm," Social De-

velopment Issues 17(1):18-47. 
 
Summaries of this article appeared in:  
Sinet: Social Indicators Network News (Fall, 1995), p. 8. 
Market: Africa/Mid-East (April, 1996), pp. 1-2. 

 
1995 "Education For Social Development: Curricular Issues and Models," Social Development Issues 

16(3):68-90. 
 
1994 "Social Work in International Perspective: Professional Challenges for Korea at the Outset of a 

New Century," Proceedings of the 9th Symposium on Social Welfare, Yonsei University, (English 
and Korean), pp. 1-36 (English and Korean).   

 
1994 "Community Welfare Centers in International Perspective: Past Accomplishments and Future 

Promises," Proceedings of the Chung Ang University International Symposium on Community 
Welfare Centers, Seoul, Korea, pp. (English and Korean). 
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1993 "Hacia un indice de 'calidad de vida'" (Spanish) in Kliksberg, Bernardo (Editor), Pobreza: Un 

Tema Impostergable--Nuevas Respuestas a Nivel Mundial (Caracas: United Nations Programa De 
Las Naciones Unidas Para El Desarrollo), pp. 131-148. 

 
1993 "Toward Sustainable Development: From Theory to Praxis," Social Development Issues 15(3):1-

29. 
 
1993 "Group Work in International Perspective," in David F. Fike and Barbara Rittner, Eds.  Working 

From Strengths: The Essence of Group Work (Miami: Barry University Center for Group Work 
Studies), pp. 122-147. 

 
1992 "Enhancing Practice Effectiveness: The Social Work Research Agenda," Jewish Social Welfare 

Forum (Spring), pp. 5-24. 
 
1992 "The International Index of Social Progress," Encyclopedia of Social Inventions (London: The 

Institute for Social Inventions). 
 
1990 "Social Development Under Different Political and Economic Systems," Social Development Is-

sues 13(1): 5-19. 
 
1990 "Development Trends in the Asian and Pacific Region: Assessing the Adequacy of Social Provi-

sion, 1970-1987," in Guidelines On Methodological Approaches to the Conduct of a Regional 
Survey on the Quality of Life as an Aspect of Human Resources Development. (Bangkok: United 
Nations ESCAP), Publication No. ST/ESCAP/886, pp. 32-59.  

 
1990 "The International Index of Social Progress," Encyclopedia of Social Inventions (London: The 

Institute for Social Inventions), pp. 186-188. 
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